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(Summary of the preceding Article)

DIABETES MELLITUS IN CHILDREN

Cherd-Chalong Netrasiri
M B., M.D.
(Dept. of Pediatrics) .

This is a concise survey of recent
papers on diabetes mellitus in children,
followed by a statistical summary of
the disease as seen in the SirirajHospi-
_tal. During 7 years (1949 to 1956) there
were only 3 cases of diabetes mellitus
against a total admission of 10, 272
children, giving an incidence of 1:5400.
There were 2 girls and 1 boy, all Thai
-(Siamese). Symptoms were first noted at
ages of 5,54 and 9 years, and the patients
were hospitalized 6 months to 14 years
later, because of frequent urination,
edema of hands and feet, and acidotic
symptoms respectively. Family history
waé not suggestive. Symptoms included
polyuria, bolyphagia, polydipsia, ema-
ciation, easy fatigue, and attack of the
arine by ants. All were malnourished
and under-developed. The blood sugar

_ ranged from 200 to 588 mg. per cent,

Treatment consisted of insulin injec-
tions, regular insulin in 2 cases (15 and
95 u. t.i.d. respectively) and N.P.H.
insulin in 1 case (45 u. in the morning),
The diet was not restricted, except in
one case when the patient became much
overweight. All cages were complicated,
one with infection of the urinary traét,,
which was fatal; one with acidosis on
two occasionms, cataract (observed two
years after onset of disease), hepatom-
egaly, and terminal bronchopneumonia;
one with acidosis on two occasions and
coma cnce, This Jast case is still living,
having had diabetes for nearly five
years. Autopsy in the first case revealed
hydronephrosis with early abscess for-
mation, hydro-ureter and cystitits; in
the gsecond case hepatomegaly and
broncho-pneumonia were found.

(Nineteen references)
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