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(Summary of the fore-going Article)

ANAPHYLACTIC SHOCK DUE TO ORAL PENICILLIN

Sunthorn Tantananda
M.B., F.C.C.P.
(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

A woman aged 38 was admitted on

the 28 th, March 1956 with the complaint

that after taking oral penicillin G (200,
000 u.) at 7 p.m. she developed itching
and burning in the throat and the lips
swelled up. A few minutes later she felt
oppressed in the chest and fell down
from her seat. Radial pulse was weak
and slow. There were salivation and
dyspnea. About 15 minutes later both legs
were painfuland stiff. She felt tight and
then painful in the ahdomen. She then
became gemiconscious and thought she
was dying. Two hours after onset she
wag cyanosed with impalpable pulse and
weak heart sounds. The heart rate was
50 per minute. One ce. of adrenaline
(1:1000) wag given intramuscularly and
methoxamine (20mg.) and hydrocorti-
sone orally, On admission 20 minutes
later she was definitely cyanosed ‘with
blood pressure of 50/40 mm. Hg. Oxygen
was given, and levarterenol bitartrate

(4 micrograms) in isotonic saline was
given rapidly. She passed some loose
mucous and bloody stool and complained
of persistent abdominal pain. The body
temperature was subnormal, pulse rate:
100, respiration rate 36 perminute, and.
blood pressure 100/70 mm. Hg. The ab-
domen was hypertjmpar;itic. Total leu-
cocyte count was 21,550 (64 per cent
neutrophiles, 36 per cent lymphocytes).
Urine had albumin (one plus)and hyaline
and granular casts and few red blood.
cells. The next day all symptoms sub-
sided and the patient was discharged on.
the fourth day. She had received peni-
cillin injection in 1947 and oral peni--
cillin in 1951 -without ill effects, but
showed some allergic manifestation on.
taking penicillin G potagsium (2x 200,
000 u.) 6 months prior to the present.

admigsion.

(Eight references)
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‘(Summary of the preceding Article)

PRESENT DAY MANAGEMENT OF CIRRHOSIS OF LIVER

Vikit Viranuwatti
M.D., M.P.H. (Trop. Med.), F.A.C.G..
(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

The author describes the present
day management of liver cirrhosis based
on review of recent literature and per-
sonal experience in 200 cases. The
clasgification follows that of the Ameri-
can  Gastroenterological  Association
(1952). Post necrotic cirrhosis (verified
gt autopsy) was found only twice. The
aeneral treatment consisted of rest, ba-
lanced diet, fat restriction and avoidance
of alcohol.
test in following progress of treatment
is stressed.  The dietary requirement
of Thai patients is diffificult to assess
and to meet owing to lack of informa-
tion. The history of 179 patients showed
44.7 per cent to be drinkers. In 1‘22

males 59.9 per cent were alcoholics,
whereas only 13.2 per cent were in 57

females. The medicinal therapy con-
gisted of crude liver extract, lipotropic
substances and vitamins. Corticosteroid

compounds were limited to severely
complicated cases such as hepatic coma

and hematemesis. Analysis of serum
proteins was done in 173 cases with
average result of 5.5 gm. .per cent (2.8
albumin and 2.7 globulin). Only 26
cases were found with albumin higher

than 4.0 gm. per cent. Administration
of protein orally and parenterally is

thus strongly advocated, except in cases
with hepatic failure, especially in the
precomatose and comatose stages.

The mechanism. of ascites is- dis-

The value of the iodine-

R 2

Treatment congsisted
of restriction of salt intake, administra-

cussed in detail.

tion of ion exchange resing, mercurial
diuretics and protein, and abdominal
The danger of withdra-
wing ascitic fluid is noted; the loss of

paracentesis.

protein by that way must be considered.
Ascitic fluid in 83 out of 95 cases showed
specific gravity under 1.016 and con-
tained 1.623 per cent of protein on the
average. Two patients developed hepatic
coma soon after paracentesis. :
The early differential diagnosis
between hematemesis from portal hyper-
tension and that from gastro-intestinal
disease is outlined. JTodine test is use-
ful in obscure cases of bleeding esopha- .
geal varices secondary to liver cirrhosis.

Treatment comprised relief of shock,
esophageal tamponéde by balloon, anad
shunt operation. Tamponade was not
The mor-
tality rate in 34 cases of bleeding from
esophageal varices was 82.4 per cent,

successful in our patients.

being partly due to late admission.
Management of hepatic coma was

built up of limitation of protein intake,

administration of glutamic acid, eradi-

“cation of precipitating factors such as

infection, elimination of waste products
in the bowels, and maintenance of nor-
mal electrolyte balance, Corticosteroid
compounds as adjunect. Two out of 36
patients survived.

(Twenty-three references).
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(Summary of the preceding Article)

SURGICAL THERAPY IN PORTAL CIRRHOSIS

Prem Buri

~M.B.,B.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.)
"(Dest. of Surgery)

Portal cirrhosis is one of the most
jimportant causes of the syndrome of
portal hypertension. The classification
of the causation of this syndrome into
prehepatic, intrahepatic and posthepatic
(or intrahepatic and extrahepatic as some
would prefer) as proposed by Whipple et
~al. in 1945 is a notable advance and helps
.to clarify some confusion which has clou

-ded the better understanding of this
group of diseases ever since the days of
Banti. ' ' '

- The pathological effects: of portal
cirrhogis are briefly outlined. It is im-
portant to appreciate that the vast majo-

rity of cases of portal cirrhosis is a med--
ical problem and does not repuire surg-
ery. Surgical treatment is of value only
in cases with gastrointestinal haémor-
rhage from rupture of oesophageal vari
ces, hypersplenism and possibly some
cases of ascites.

The aims, nature and indication fof"
operative treatment are briefly described.

Finally a small series of 23 cages of
portal cirrhosis seen in Siriraj Surgicaf
Department in the 3-year pe.riod from
B.E. 2497 onwards is presented.

(Ten references)

nn 3
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