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(Summary of the preceding Article)

TWO HUNDRED AND FOUR CASES OF POLIO

Arun Netrasiri
Dr. med. (Jena), D.T.M. (Hamburg)

M.R. Chandnivat Kashemsant
M.B.

and

tr 40
Cherdchalong Netrasiri

M.B., M.D.

Aree Valyasevi
M.B.

(Dept. of Pediatrics)

This is an analysis of the records
of polio cases encountered during the
1952 epidemic, the first of its kind, in
‘which 425 cases were vecorded by the
Health Dept. for the whole country.
109 cases were admitted and 95 treated
as outpatients in the Dept. of Pediatrics,

Siriraj Hospital. 66 were seen in the

preparalytic stage. Of the paralytic
cases 105 were spinal, 14 bulbar, 18
bulbospinal and 1 was encephalitic. The
epidemic hegan in July 1952, which was
particularly rainy, and the incidence
rose steadily through Aungustto October,
ending in November. 95.1 percent of
the ' patients were not above ) years of
age. 107 were boys and 97 were girls.
154 were Thai, the rest Chinese. 130
patients lived in Bangkok, 49 in Dhon-
buri, while 55 came from other pro-
vinces. Probable predisposing causes
were recorded in 20 cases (trauma, vac-
cination, etc.); of these 70 percentdeve-
34.2 percent of the
patients belonged to the blood group B.
Most patients had fever below 39°C. both

in the preparalysic and paralytic groups.

loped paralysis.

The “dromedary’” type of temperature
curve was found only in 16 cases. Prin-
cipal gymptomms in preparalytic cases

with meningeal involvement included

pollakisnria, catarrhal symptoms, abdo-
minal symptoms, hyperidrosis, muscular
pains and spasms, headache and hyper-
esthesia, in that order of frequency. The
signs of Kernig, Amoss and Laségue
were present in 13, 35 and 14 cases res-
pectively. Spine sign was found in 41
cases and hyperreflexia in 34. Impor-
tant signs and symptoms in the adyna-
mic stage were areflexia (166 cases),
Hoye’s sign (85 cases), reflex difference
(59 cases), tremor (16 cases)and dysuria
(3 cases). In cases of spinal paralysis
monoplegia was most frequent (S85Hcases);
next in frequency were paraplegia (45
cases), tetraplegia (16) and triplegia (10
cases). He\mplégia was found only in 3
cases, while the intercostal muscles were
involved in 12 cases and the diaphragm
in 8 cases. In the bulbar type the se-
venth nerve was most frequently affec-
ted (25 cases), followed by the respira-
tory centre (8 cases). 71 percent of pa-
tients had 11 to 250 cells per cu.mm. in
the c.s.f. Lymphocytes were predomi-
nant in 05.5 percent of preparalytic
cases. The Pandy reaction was positive
(trace to 1 plug) in 74 percent of pre-

paralytic cases and 67 percent of pura-

lytic. The Nonne-Ap.elt reaction showed

similar trends. 71.8 percent of prepara=-.

ol
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lytic and 59 percent of paralytic cases
had normal sugar level in c.s.f.; the
chloride content was usually normal.
The E.S.R., determined in 38 cases, gave
Most patients had
normal or glightly elevated leucocyte
All pa-
tients admitted before develoment of

equivocal results.
~ count; a few had leucopenia.

paralysis recovered under treatment.
Of 13 bulbospinal cases 7 succumbed,
while only 1 out of 9 bulbar paralysis
ended fatally.
paralysis 3 were discharged cured, 18

Of 48 cases of spinal

improved, 20 unchanged and 7 dead.
The mean mortality rate for the whole
series of 109 was 13.76 percent. Follow

-up of 22 for 3
months showed that 11 patients impro-

paralytic cases

ved during the first month, 7 in the
second and 4 in the third month. In
another group of 17 paralytic patients
15 showed improvement already during
the first month. 11 patients out of 109
developed complications: 8 had pneumo-
nia, 2 had bronchitis and 1 acidosis.
Blood transfusion as treatment was
tried in 35 paralytic cases and 53 para-
lytic. In the former group all patients
improved or recovered; in the latter
8 died, the remaining cases being dis-
charged improved or recovered.

(18 tables, 35 references)
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(Summary of the preceding Report)

CHLOROMYCETIN IN TYPHOID FEVER

(First Series)

Preecha Vichitbhandh
M.B,

Swasdi Skulthai
M.B., D.C.H., D.T.M. & H..

(Dept. of Pediatrics)

198 patients, admitted between
5th January 1954 and 9th December
1955 (1:305 of total admissions) diag-
nosed as typhoid fever on the basis
of clinical features and positive Widal
reaction of titre over 1:80, H, O or both,
or positive culture from blood, urine,
feces or bone marrow, or positive in both
reaction and culture, divided
into 3 groups: (a) 10 patients as con-
trol; mostly mild cases admitted in
the third week of illness; !(b) 17 cases
admitted in serious condition and dying
within 24 hours; (¢) 171 cases treated
with chloromycetin, 50 mg. per kilo-
gram per day for 14 days. Of lthe

were

last group 5 cases relapsed (3 percent),
5 died (3 percent) and 153 recovered
(94 percent).

The fever subsided within 4.9
days on the average; in 62 percent of"
cases the temperature became normal
in 96 hours. Signs of toxicity were
The mean leucocyte
count on admission was 7800 per cu.
mm. The Widal reaction was posi-
tive in most cases. Blood culture and
positive

not recorded.

bone marrow culture gave
result in about 50 percent of cases.
Culture of urine and feces |was prac-
tically useless.

(6 tables, 5 references) -
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(Summary of the foregoing Report)

MEGALOBLASTIC ANEMIA IN A CHILD

Soodsakorn Tuchinda
M.B.

(thitr Vareenil
M.B.

( Dept. of Pediatricé)

A girl of 3, born of a poor farmer’s
family and giving past history of severe
agcariasis, chronic colitis and acate bron-
chitis, was admitted with chief com-
‘plaints of severe pallor and difficulty in
‘breathing. Hemoglobin was found to
amount to 3.1 gm. percent; r.b.c. count
was 900,000; the differential leucocyte
.count was mnormal. The erythrocyteg
.showed hypochromia, anisocytosis, poiki-
locytosis. Reticulocyte count was 2.2
percent, VPC 8 percent, MCV 88 cu. micr-
-ons, MC Hb 37 percent. The hemoglobin
was A-A in type, without fetal Hemoglo-
bin. Roentgenogram showed the lungs to
be normal, the heart slightly enlarged.
Tuberculin reaction was negative. The
-case was diagnosed as iron deficiency
anemia, and ferrous sulphate therapy
caused rapid improvement. The Hb rose
t0 7.8 gm. percent within one month,
but then stopped. At this stage the blood

<ount showed 2.2 millions r.b.c., 1.6 per-

cent reticalocyte count, 5 percent eosin-
ophile count, with 1 percent of bhand
form, 49 percent polymorph and 45 per-
cent lymphocytes. There wag slight ani-
socytesis and pikilocytosis with few

_macrocytes. The VPC was 21 percent,

MCV 93 cu. microns and MO Hb 38

9

percent. The gastric acidity was normal. ,

Bone marrow puncture revealed mega-
loblastic characters. The cellnular marrow
showed mutarotational arrest of erythr-
oid series in the megaloblastic stage,
The myeloid series and megakaryocytes
were normal. The diagnosis of megal-
oblastic anemia was established; and

the patient improved rapidly under
treatment with vitamin B12 (50 micro-
grams per day), the

changing from megaloblastic to normo-

hone morrow
blastic hyperplasia and the r.b.c. count
and Hb becoming normal within one
month’s time.

7

(2 figures. 7 references)
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