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~ (Summary of the preceding Report)

ASCARIDES IN THE BILIARY PASSAGES

Kasem Limwongse .

M.B.

(Dept. of Surgery)

The symptom complex that follows
obstruction of biliary passages by the
entry of ascarides —an involvement of
fairly common occurrence in the tropics
‘—may present the clinical picture of
either acute obstruction, simulating an
impacted caleulus, or chronic obstruction
with jaundice, secondary infection and
livér damage. A third group of cases
develop the obstraction as complication
to operation on the bile passages. The
author cites as illustration.2 cases in
the fifst ‘group, '3 in the second, and 2
in the third. Acute abdominal pain was
the principal symptom in the first group.
Ascarides were found lodged in the
tommon bile duct in both casges. One of
these had the same affection 3 times in
guccession at one or two years’ intervals.

In the second group the chief complaint °
was recurrent pain in two cases and

fever with. cough .in one case. In the
last case multiple liver abscesses with
perforation into the base of the  right

'

lung were found at autopsy. In the other
case which died of purulent peritonitis
ascarides were found in a’cavity in the
liver and in abscesses near the gall—
bladder. The patients in the third group
were operated upon for cholecystectomy.

~ Signs of biliary obstruction developed

2 and 11 days after the operation
respectively. The first case was re—
operated and an ascaris and a small stone
were removed from the common bile
duct. In the
emerged through the drain tube all by
itself on the third postoperative day,
and when the tube was taken out to
determine the-cause of recurrent ob

second, case an ascaris

struction a few days later another worm
was found impacted inside. The patient
recovered without re—operation.

The author emphasizés that in the
tropiés the possibility of ascarides being
involved in biliary obstruction should

a

always be kept in mind.
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