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SYMPOSIUM ON HISTIOCYTOSIS “X”

~

(Summary)

1. HISTIOCYTOSIS “X" Pradit Tan-

. gurat, M.D., Ph.D. (Dept. of Pathology)
The pathology of histiocytosis “X” is
-described. ) ’

2. HISTIOCYTOSIS “X”, ROENTGEN

A DIAGNOSIS  Sanuan Burnabhavanga
M.B., F.I.C.S. (Dept. of Radiology) '

The author describes the diagnostic

features of the disease, including differ-

-ential diagnosis. Clinical éxamination

.of the scalp is recommended \in suspi-
N ’ ’
«¢ious cases. )

3. ROENTGENOLOGICAL  TREAT-

MENT OF SCHULLER_CHRISTIAN

DISEASE Rofjana Suvarnasuthi, M.B.,"

C.R. (Dept. of Radiology) - \

From 1953 to 1955 seven cases pf .

‘histiocytosis “X”" were .adinitted. Of
‘these 4 were subjected to roentger'l thera-
Py. In all cases the skull was i’nvolved;
all responded very well. Bone lesions
in other sites sometimes healed spon-
taneously. Lung lesions in two patients

-were indirectly benefitted. The only"

dimportant manifestation of toxicity was
Joss of hair. In general the dose was
;a:-bo\ut 300 r in one week. The significance
-of general supportive measures was em-
phasized. Co. ' )

4. HISTIOEYTOSIS OR SCHULL—

CHRISTIAN DISEASE, CASE REPROT

proved fatal,

Banyati Prichayanondh M.B. (Dept. of
Internal Medicine)"

’

A Chinese youth of 14 complained
of chest oppression, difficulty in brea-
thing and frequent cough of few years’
duratixon, Other symptoms included

- excessive urination and frequent feverish

attacks, A soft, painless tumou® mass
5 x D cm. in extent was palpated on the
vertex.  X-ray examination revealed
typical geograi)hic markings of the gkull
with local bone destructiop, and bilateral
pulmonary infiltration with thickening
of pleura and hilar enlargement. The
mandible and pituitary were also involv-
ed. There was moderate polyuria with
low speciﬁ.c gravity of urine. Aftex' 270
r in 5 days'on ‘the vertex and chin, and

. 388 r in 7 days on the chest, there was.

distinet improvement, genérally as. well

as locally. The benefit continued

during 2 years’ stay in the ward. There
1

was no sign of aggravation or of relapse.

5. HISTIOCYTOSIS “X» IN CHILDREN. .
REPORT OF FOUR CASES Prasong Tu-

chinda, M.B. (Dept. of Pediatrics)

The first, case, a Chinese girl of'

fourteen months, presented the features
of Letterer-Siwe disease with progressive
anemia and skin rash. There was some
benefit froni_ blood transfusions, but
there were two relapses. On the ‘third
admission there were complicating ster-.
nal abscess and thrombocytopenia which
Autopsy revealed acute

disseminated  histiocytosis ipvolving'

skull, liver and lymph nodes.

The second patient was a Thai girl

\
= . \
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" of two complaining of mass on the neck
of two months’ duration. This was fol-
lowed by purulent discharge from the
lelt ear. There was some low fever most
of the time.  Enlargéd lymph nodes
" were found in the cervical, pre.and
post-auricular and occipital groups. The
bone marrow was normal. Laboratory
findings were not suggestive. -Tubercu-
‘lin test gave negative result. X-rays
revealed minimal infiltration of right
upper lobe of lung with enlarged ri_ght
'paratracheal and hilus nodes. Typical
granulomatous ‘features were seen inthe
long bones and pelvis. Biopsy of lymph
nodes gave impreséions of infections
granuloma. (cervical), reticulo-endothe-
liosis (preauricular) and acute and
chronic inflammations (occipital). An.
tibiotics were given for the ear condi-
There

- Two'years

tion, and X-ray for the bones.
was definite improvement.
and two months later the patient reap-
peared with complaints of excessive
. urination and thirst. Diagnosis of
.diabetes insipidus was made and further
radiological treatment was prescribed.
Later, contact was lost. )

The third case was that of a Thai
new-born baby, brOught' for hospitalisa-
tion because of prolapse of both eyes at
birth. The liver was enlarged. ~ The
diagnosis was clinched by X-ray fin-
dings of bone defects in the skull around
the supra-orﬁital regions and decrease
in ‘bone density in the right ulna. Ex-
posure ulcers developed in the eyes\in

‘'spite of Jprophylactic measures, ‘and the

patient died of bronchopneumonia after-
20-days in the ward. Necropsy revealed.
disseminated histiocytosis involving the-
skull, eyeballs and lungs, with bilateral
exophthalmos and. bilateral broncho- ‘
This was probably the-
youngest patient ever reported, and might.
be cited in favour of hereditary tiend.

pneumonia.

in connection with histioeytosis.

The fourth patient was a Chinese:
girl of seven months brought for the
treatment of swellings on both sides of
the neck, beginning about one month.
previously. The -illness started with 3

- days of fever, followed by a;ppearé.nce of

a small nodule under the chin, on the.-
left side, and behind the left ear. Simi-
lar masses then appeared on the right:
side. They progressively enlarged. Tuber-.
culin test was negative. The bone marrow
was normal.  X-ray revealed multiple-
areas of diminished density of bone invol--
‘ving ribs, right humer{ls, and cranial
vault. Penicillin and sulphonamide-
were given with no avail. - ‘Prednisone-
was then gi/ven, 7.5 mg. daily in three-
divided' doses. After one week the-
swelling had become smaller by about.
Contact was then lost for-

When the patient was:

one-half.
seven months.
then brought for treatment of a cold she-
was again examined. All glandular en-
largements had disappeared, so also the-
bone defects as seen by rogntgenography.

The'general health was much improved.

The patient had received 105 mg. off

prednisone in two weeks. -

v
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