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(Summary of the foregoing article)

PERICARDIAL TAP

Prasert Kangsadal,
M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.), M.D.
(Dept. of Internal Medicine) -

P e

The technics of pericardial tap as
given in two standard American text-
books and in an article, by an English
authority, in the British Medical
Journal, are discussed together with
the technics wused in the Department
of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital Medical
‘School.

Stress is given to “counter-thrust
‘palpation” of the intercostal spaces as a

reliable physical sign diagnostic of
effusion. This physical method is the

writer’s own. The apparent audacity .

-of tapping in the sixth right intercostal
space close to the sternal border depends
-on positive evidence of this counterthrust

palpation method.
Because of common occurrence of

amebic liver abscess, which may involve
any area of the liver and especially

because of cases already encountered
with rupture of the abscess into the
pericardial sac, caution is given against

the ‘paraxiphoid’ route being wused

golely as the routine approach. For

first tapping the left anterior, or the
right anterior or the posterior route
should be used according to indications
Thereafter the

paraxipheid route may be resorted to

and contra-indications.
as an alternative for cages needing
frequent tappings. Anchovy sauce pus or
pus of a similar color is absolute contra-

indicaticn against tapping by this route.

Sero-sanguinous or bloody fluid is
indicative of precaution before using
this route. Thorough  examination

should be carried out to ascertain the
absence of local pathology causing
upward enlargement of the liver that
might be in the way of the needle track.
The wisdom of acquainting oneself with
all the tapping routes is dogmatized.
(Four references)
P.K.
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(Summary of the preceding Report)

PERICARDIAL EFFUSION

Cage Analysis

Tranakchit Harinasuta

M.B., D.T.M. & H,, V.D.0. (I’pool) and

Mukda Trishnananda
M.B., M.P.H.

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

——— e —

This i8 an analysis of 33 cases of
pericardial effusion of which 28 cases
were diagnosed clinically and 5 post
mortem. The age of the patients ranged

from 12 to 69, the male sex being more:

gusceptible. Chief complaints included
fatigue, difficulty in breathing, cough,
fever, and edema. Findings arranged in
descending order of frequency were
enlargement of cardiac dullness, positive
Rotch’s sign, enlargement of the liver
dullness, weakening of heart sounds and
of the cardiac

impulse, tachycardia,

vepous engorgement in the neck, pulsus

~and  malignancy,

of the
pulse pressure, positive Ewart’'s sign,

paradoxus, edema, mnarrowing

shifting dullness, cyanosis. Roentgeno-
logical‘examinati’on was very helpful
in diagnosis, but could be misleading.
E.C.G. was of some value. Etiologically
significant were pyogenic infections,
tuberculosis, rheumatic fever, amebbiasis,
in that order of
frequency. Cardiac compression was
found in only 3 cases. Mortaliti rate
in the clinically diagnosed cases was

25 percent.
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(Summary of the preceding Article)

SPONTANEOUS PNEUMOTHORAX

Analysis of 18 Cages

Sunthorn Tandhanand
M.B., F.C.C.P.

and

Banyati Prichayanondh
M.B., F.C.C.P.

Prasert Kangsdal
M.B., Ch. B. (Edin.), M.D.

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

Ty o ——

Between the years 1946 and 1955
eighteen cases of spontaneous pneumo-
thorax were admitted; seven cages were

of the valvular type, 1 case was fistular, A

-9 cases were closed, and 1 case was
not identified. Chief complaints were
dyspnea (17 cases), cyanosis (D cases),
chest pain (4 cases), and oppression in
the chest with easy fatigue (1 case).
The age of the patients ranged from
the first to the eighth decades, 11 out
of 18 being in the third and fourth
-decades. There were 15 men to 3 women.
Eleven patients were admitted within
4 days of the onset; 2 of them died.
The remaining 7 patients came for

(9 cases), and continanous suction (8
cases). Seven cases also received anti-
biotics in addition. Complications includ-
ed pleural effusion (4 cages), pyothorax
(2 cases ), mediastinal and subcutaneous
emphysemata (1 case), and hemothorax
(2 cases). The mortality rate appeared
to be- related .to the type of pneumo-
thorax, being high in the valvular
(85.7 percent ) and low in the closed
(11.1 percent). It is also related to the

* duration of the affection before admis-

treatment after the seventh day: 6 died.

The treatment ranged from simple rest
(1 case), to single and multiple suctions

«

The use of
antibiotics markedly reduced the morta-

sion, as presented above.

lity rate, which is 14.3 percent in the
group receiving treatment and 87.3

percent in the otker group.

(lFive references )
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