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KALA-AZAR
Report of One Imported Case

Prabha Laohapaibul
M.B.

Song Siampakdi
M.B.,, D.T.M. (Cale.)

(Siampakdi Hospital, Chiengmai)

Althbugh surrounded by regions in
Thailand
.appears to be free of the disease. The

which kala-azar is endemiec,

case reported here is that of a pregnant
Pakistani old, who
immigrated into the country shortly after

woman, 17 years

developing an irregular, protracted fever.
After unsuccessful trials of herbal medi-
cines she sought help at a local clinic
anti-

biotics, antimalarials, as well as pred-

where various antituberculotics,

nisone were tried without avail. After
delivery of a healthy baby she was
transferred to the Siampakdi Hospital
on November 22nd 1959 where spleen

puncture revealed the presence of nume-
rous L. donovani inside and outside
mononuclear cells. Consistent with the
delicate and debilitated state of the
patient treatment with small doses of
antimony was cautiously started. But

the condition worsened after a blood
txjansfusion and the patient expired on
the seventh day of hospitalisation. The
diagnostic difficulty and epidemiologic
significance associated with such import
ed cases of locally unknown diseases

are discusgsed.

(Five references. Two plate.)
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