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(Summary of the preceding Report)

A CASE OF HIRSCHSPRUNG'S DISEASE

Prasert Nilprabhassorn, M.B.
(Dept. of Roentgenology ) _
(Head of Dept.: Professor Dr. Amnuay Samerasut )

A Thai girl of thirteen sought
treatment for chronic enlargement of
the abdomen. The history goes backto
early  childhood, when it was noticed
that the patient passed scanty, thread-

like stools only at long and irregular

intervals and the belly was unusually
large. The symptoms of oppression,
weakness and poor appetite became
aggravated with the lapse of time.
Examination revealed much enlarged
abdomen (circumference 90 cm.) full of

scybalous masses, which were visible
by roentgenography. Repeated dilata-
tion of the rectum and caecostomy
failed to relieve the condition, which
was finally removed by a “pull —through
operation”. The patient was discharged
“cured” after five months' hospitaliza-
tion. Microscopic section of surgical
specimen was typical of Hirschsprung’s
disease. ‘

(Eleven references. Seven figures) -
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"Misfortune ?

A seventy-stwo year old man, an
official on pension, sought treatment
for a cough of rather long standing at
a certain clinic. After routine physical
examination. which gave no relevant
finding, the patient was submitted to
roentgenography. This revealed a ‘‘cal-
cified spot” in the perihilar region.
Thereupon the attending physician
ordered a course of streptomycin injec-
tion plus oral PAS therapy.
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A seventy-stwo year old man, an
official on pension, sought treatment
for a cough of rather long standing at
a certain clinic. After routine physical
examination. which gave no relevant
finding, the patient was submitted to
roentgenography. This revealed a ‘‘cal-
cified spot” in the perihilar region.
Thereupon the attending physician
ordered a course of streptomycin injec-
tion plus oral PAS therapy.
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On the seventh day of treatmentt
the patient noticed poor appetite and
general weakness. The doctor prescribed.

multivitamin capsules before each meal.
- Three days later the patient reported.

unsteadiness in walking with a peculjar °
giddy feeling on sitting or standing up..

The doctor explained to the old man

that he was not eating enough and that

anemia was the cause of all the troubles.

A sedative was given while keeping the:
injection up to schedule.

The next day on getting out of bed the-
patient suddenly fainted and would have
fallen down and severely hurt himself
had the attendant not caught hold of
him in time. The breathing was arrested
for several seconds, the pulse was very
weak and irregular, and the patient

was unconscious for quite a while. Upon

recovery he asked that another doctor

be called in, who at once recognised.
the disturbing symptoms to be signs of
streptomycin toxicity. He had the
injection stopped and prescribed sup--
portive and eliminative measures. But
the damage done to the eighth nerve
was already well established. The pat--
ient continued to have severe attacks.

of vertigo and fainting upon the least -
. \ ! N
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movement of the head, so that he was
confined to bed and completely mvah-
dated for several months longer.

The recovery was very slow and
gradual, interrupted by  repeated
relapses, so that actually two and a
half years elapsed before the poor old,
man could again walk unsupported.

"Even then he was not quite himself

again. The giddy feeling continued to
haunt him and it was only with great
exertion of will power that he could
slowly and unsteadily go about and
attend to some of his duties.

What untold miseries he must have

_ sufferred, to realise that his protracted

suffering was due to his doctor rather

" then to his diseasel
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