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( Summary of the; fore p going Article ) 

CARCINOMA OF 'THE GASTRO-INTESTINAL TRACT 

L Carcinoma of Oesophagus 

Udom Poshakrishna, M.B., Dr. med., Dr. med. dent. (Leipzig) 

( Dept. of Surgery ) 

\ ( Head of Dept. : Prof. Dr. Udom Poshakrishna) 

In 14 years (1946-1959) the Dept. 
of Surgery admitted 1131 cases of car­
cinoma of the gastro ~ intestinal tract; of 
these, oesophageal cases· amounted to 

35.1 percent ( 397 cases). The age of 
highest · incidence was 40 to 70 years, 
the male being involved more than the 
female in the proportion of 5.3 to I, and 
Chinese slightly more than Thai (I.I 7 to 1 ). 

The working classes were more frequenp 
tly affected. The chief symptoms were 
progressive· difficulty in swallowing, 
salivation, regurgitation, pain p postpran-

dial or constant, and wasting. Com­
plications beside obstruction included 
mediastinitis, cervical lymphadenoma, 
compression of trachea, oesophago'p trap 
cheal fistulae, pressure on the superior 

vena ca va, and erosion of aorta. Roen­
tgenology was the most useful _aid in 
diagnosis; next came cytology, while 
oesophagoscopy was deemed dangerous. 
Histologically squamous cell carcinoma 
was most frequent ( 186 cases), followed. 
with a, big margin by the anaplastic 
_ type ( 21 cases). One hundred cases 
came too late for help. As palliative 
measure 104 gastrostomies and 12 jeju~ 
nostomies were performed, while 169 
curative operations were attempted~ 
giving an operability of 30.9 percent •. 
The mbrtality rate was 53.25 percent. 

. A fairly complete review of anatomy 
and clinical features is given, together 
with comparison of statistics. 

( Ten references) 
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