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(Summary of the preceding Article)

INTRA — ABDOMINAL CYSTS

Kasem Limwongse, M.B., Facharzt fiir Chirurgie

(Department of Surgery)
(Head of the Dept. : Prof. Dr. Udom Poshakrishna)

Intra—abdominal cysts may result
from various causes and be found in
any abdominal organ. Correct diagnosis
is sometimes difficult. X—rays examina-
tion of the gastro—intestinal tract is
often of great help. Bearing in mind

the possibility of the occurrence of such

cysts tends to give more correct diagno-
sis. The author reports six cases of
intra—abdominal cysts with discussions
on methods of examination and diagno-
sis pre and post—operative.

(Six figures. Four references.)
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(Summary of the fore-going Article)

USE OF RADIOISOTOPES FROM THAI REACTOR

Preliminary Report

Romsai Suwanik, M.B., M.D., M.Sc.,

| Rudee Plehachinda M.B.

(Dept. of Radiology)
(Head of Dept.: Professor Dr. Amnuay Samerasuta)

‘ The Thai research reactor in Bang-
‘kok has started production of some

ishort—lived isotopes. The authors have
ltried the clinical use of some of these,
ée.g. localization of placental site, deter-
:mination of circulation time, renovas-
%cular function tests, local irradiation of

biliary apparatus (in a ease of opisthor-

chiasis), irradiation of gold seeds, etc..

82. NaZ4,

The isotopes available are Br
K42. P32, and Au 198, The question of
cost is fully discussed as well as the
possibility of expanding its potentiality

to embrace therapeutic application.

(Five references)



THE “FALSE POSITIVE" TUBERCULIN REACTIONS *
Somchai Bovornkitti, M.D., D.T.M. & H. (Liverpool), T.D.D. (Wales)
(Department of Internal Medicine)

« Nivat Chantarakul, M.B.
(Department of Pathology)

Sabiang Srivannaboon, M.B.
(Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology)

Introduction

The term “‘false positive” tuberculin
reactions has been used customarily to
‘‘cross” reac-

denote “nonspecific” or
tions due to sensitization to unclassified
mycobacteria or other allergenically
related . microorganisms and :

'sensitization to tuberculin which may

be encountered in repeated tests. (1.2)
In this paper, however, it is used to
refer to the skin response to intrader-
mal injection of tuberculin, the
.appearance of which is 'of the “positive

local

reaction” type, €) but histologically

untenable. 4) This,
eliminates the ‘‘cross”
the category (diagram).

consequently,
reactions from

In addition, three proven instances
of the “false positive” tuberculin reac-
tions are presented and their probable
cause is discussed. o

Obser vation

From June 1962 to April 1963,

eighty_five newborn infants received
intradermal injections of 0.1 ml. or 5 TU
of PPD tuberculin (distributed through
the Central Chest Clinic, Bangkok) as
part of the study on ‘the transmission
of delayed hypersensitivity to tuberculm

from mother to young.” (5) Durmg the

study, three consecutive infants were

Abstract:  Bovorwnkitti, Somchai, Nivat

Chantarakul, Sabiang Srivannaboon: The
“False Positive” Tuberculin Reactions.
Sivivaj Hosp. Gaz. 1964, 16:474-477.

! The term “false positive” tubevculin
| veactions is strictly, in this report,
applied to the skin vesponse to intrvadermal
injection of tubevculin, the gvoss appea-
rance of which is of the conventional
“positive reaction” type, but histologically
untenable. The authors cite the case of
three newborn infants in whom the cause
of the “false positive” reaction could be
traced to contamination of the test solution
rvesulting from faulty bottle stopper.

found to exhibit skin reactions which
must be classified as “positive” (Table)
according to the criterion recommended

elsewhere. (3) The results of the test
using the same tuberculin solution in
the mothers were also positive. The
skin at the reaction site ol one infant
(S]), biopsied at 72 hours after testing,
showed mild nonspecific inflammatory

cellular infiltration which was not con-
sistent with the conventional tuberculin

reaction (4) (Figures). '
Careful questioning and thorough
including chest

physical examination

roentgenography of the mothers revealed

no history of recent contact to tuber-
culous persons and no active tuberculous

* Reported at Siriraj Hospital Clinical Meeting, December 13, 1963.
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X 100
Fig. 1 : Tuberculin skin reaction in a tuberculous subject, showing peri-
vascular accumulation of mononuclear cells with formation of tubercles.

X 100 7

Fig. 2 : “False positive” tuberculin reaction in the infant SJ, showing

vacuolar degeneration of epidermal cells, edema of fibrous couneciive
tissue and vasodilatation in the upper dermis. A few mononuclear cells
are seen scattered in the dermis and around blood vessels.
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disease anywhere. Subsequent re-testing
in corresponding mothers and offsprings
with fresh tuberculin solution yielded
the iafants but
persistently positive in the mothers. It
was then discovered that there was a
gross defect in the rubber stopper of

negative results. in

AN
AT Y

Pediatric Service of Siriraj
disclosed

Hospital
particular event of
superfluous “positive” tuberculin reac-

one

tions occurring many years ago in
which the cause was attributed to the

use of tuberculin solution contaminated

the tuberculin container used in the with a worn —out friable rubber
initial tests. Enquiry made in the stopper. (6)
? ?
Skin cond. Sarcoidosis Preallergic Hodgkin's
Techlnical Incr.dfses inj. Hormonal . Nonsens. \ Arreslted inf. Desens.
[ I
FALSE TRUE
L [ _
NONREACTIVE
{[SKIN RESPONSE TO INTRADERMAL TUBERCULIN TEST |
REACTIVE
(From perceptible change upwards)
r Arbitrary criterion
“"NEGATIVE" "POSITIVE"
I l .
{ ] r |
False True False ’I‘rlue
Sge Misin{erpret. Speg{ic Nonsp'eciﬁc

False nonreact. Misinterpret.

Local sens,

Comment

In the current practice of tuber-
culin testing, recognition of the ‘false
positive” reactions would be seldom
feasible. The suspicion which arose in
the cases presently reported was due
to the unusual occurrence of *‘positive”
reaction in the newborn which could
be so only if infection had occurred
intrauterinely. History taking and exa-
mination of the mothers promptly ruled
out the latter possibility. The results
of histological examination of the skin
reaction site, and of subsequent re-tes-
ting with the fresh tuberculin solution
eventually proved the case to be *“false

Inj. co{uc .sol. ‘I

Foreign bodv

(Cross react.)

The discovery of defective
stopper alone to be condemned, toge-
ther with the story of previous similar
incident as told tempted the present
writers to speculate that the use of
tuberculin preparation which was con-
taminated with the rotten weather-bea-
rubber stopper of the container
the most probable cause. The
transient inflammatory leukocytic infil-
tration in the skin occurred probably
in response to the presence of ‘foreign
particles™.

positive”.

ten
was

Summary
The case of three newborn infants
who exhibited grossly “positive” skin
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SKIN RESPONSE TO 5 TU PPD TUBERCULIN TEST
(72 HOURS READING)

Initial Test Retest
Name
: Erythema Induration Erythema Induration
mm. mm. mm. mm.
SJ * Mother 25 25 _ 16 15
‘Infant 15 15 0 0
ACh Mother 18 13 10 10
[nfant 8 8 0 0
BV Mother 20° 10 18 12
Infaﬁt 8 5 0 0

reactions to intradermal PPD tuberculin
is here reported. Histologic examina-
tion of the skin at the reaction site,
subsequent re-testing with fresh tuber-
culin preparation, together with the
exclusion of congenital tuberculosis in
the supjects indicated that the reaction
was not the “true positive” tuberculin
type. The incident is interpreted as

arising from the use of contaminated
tuberculin solution.
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Measurements of the New-born
Dimension Length, cm.
Iy , ’ )
Biparietal 8.97 (7.9-11.0)
Suboccipito-bregmatic 10.17 (8.5—12.0) (M
Circumference 32,90 (268.0—36.0)(1
Mean birth weight 2901.03 gm. (D
do. do. . 3068.0 , (2
do. do. 3068.4 . ©)
Mean birth length 46.13 (38.0—55.0)(D
do. do. | 493 3
Length of umbilical cord 49.74 3)
Weight of Placenta 579.6 gm. )
External Pelvic Measuremer)ts
Interspinal diameter 236 3
do. do. 24.45 (20.0—28.8)(D
Intercristal diameter 26.11 3
do. do. | 26.56 (23.0—31.0)(D
External conjugate ' 18.03 (3)
do. do. 18.09 (14.5-21.0)D
 Height of Mother ‘ 150.78 (137.0—165.3)(}
Multiple Pregnancy + (3)
Twins 1: 106
Triplets 1: 4219
Quadruplets 1: 33752
1

: 16876

Siamese twins
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Mean Birth Weights in successive Deliveries(z)

First 2927 gm. (average of 1020 measurements)
Second 3051 ., (do. 1256 do.)
‘Third 3102 ., (do. 831 do.)
Fourth 3109 ,. (do. 561 do.)
Fifth 3140 ,, (do. 383 do.)
Sixth . 3130 ., (do. 263 do.)
Seventh - 3181 ,. (do. 160 do.)
Eighth 3147 ,, (do. 110 do.)
Ninth 3347 ,, (do. 69 do.)
Tenth ' 3313 ,, (do. 51 do.)
Eleventh 3336 .. (do. 33 do.)
Twelfth 3143 ., (do. 13 do.)
Thirteenth 3189 ., (do. 7 do.)
Fourteenth 3217 .. (do. 3 do.)
Fifteenth 3050 .. (do. 2 do.)

- Sixteenth 3430 ,, (One measurement)

Maternal Mortality in Provincial Ho.spitals )

Year Total admissions Deaths
1953 4263 59
1954 1721 85
1955 9791 . 178
1956 11574 o . 245
1953-1956 ' 32749 567

Maternal Mortality Rate 1.729 % ‘
Normal Pregnancy and Normal Spontaneous Delivery 19731 cases
Total No. of Abdominal and Complicated Cases 12876 ,,

Proportion between Normal and Abnormal 3:2

tendns

(1) C. Sesvasti & S. Tanroengbanij : A preliminary consideration of

Labour in Siamese women with particular reference to pelvic measurements and
“the size of the new-born : Transactions of the Eighth Congress of Far Eastern
Assn. of Trop. Med. Siam, 1930.

(2) S. Sribhen . Birth Weight in Successive Deliveries. Siriraj Hospital
Gazette 1952, 4:105.
(3) Obstetrical Statistics of Women’s Hospital, Bangkok, 1951-1956.

(4) P. Seriratana: Maternal Mortality in Provincial Hospital Section in
the last Four Years (Years B.E. 2496—-2499), (In Print).
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HUIAD: Motor Examination of Peri-

pheral Nerve Injuries
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PilWN Y.T. Oester M.S. Ph.D., M.D.;

Professor of Pharmacology,
School of Medicine. Loyola, University,
Chicago, Illinois.

John H. Mayer Jr., M.D., F.A.C.S,;

sérvice, Percy Jones
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Neuro-surgical
General-Hospital,
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A d
ﬂiq\iulﬂi AUNIUTY W.U.



	1964_16_8_453-465
	1964_16_8_466-473
	1964_16_8_474-478
	1964_16_8_479-481
	1964_16_8_482-489
	1964_16_8_490-491
	1964_16_8_492
	1964_16_8_493
	1964_16_8_494-497
	1964_16_8_497-501
	1964_16_8_502-505
	1964_16_8_505-507
	1964_16_8_508



