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(Summary of the prgcedin§ Article)

BLOOD CHOLINESTERASE IN THE NORMAL

Sompool Kritalugsana, M.B.

Benjvon Jameekorn,

Mitra [ntubhr‘apa,

Boonchuay Stabhatyavongs

Tusnaporn Bunthrarongroj

(Dept. : of Forensic Medicine)
(Head of Dept.: Prof. Dr. Song-Grant Niyomasen)

Cholinesterase activities of plasma
and red blood cells are useful in as-
sessing the severity of
poisoning. Following the procedure of

Biggs and associates - the esterase
activities are estimated in 108 men
and 110 women. Results show that

there is no sex difference; the values

parathion

in general are slightly higher than

those of Biggs. In the more severe
cases of parathion poisoning encoun-

tered in this the cholines-

hospital
terase level often go down almost to

zero.

(Four Figures. Seventeen References.)
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(Summary of the preceding Article)

HAZARDS OF CRIMINAL ABORTION
With a Case Report

Vithoon Eungprabhanth, M.B., LL.B.
(Department of Forensic Medicine)

(Head of Dept.: Prof. Dr. Song—Grant Niyomsen)

. A case of bacteremia from criminal
abortion was reported. The patient,. a
young girl of twenty years, had submit-
ted to criminal abortion 6 days before
admission. The chief complaints were
bleeding per vaginam and feverish
feeling. From physical examination the
physician diagnosed criminal abortion.
Treatment was supportive and symp-
tomatic with antibiotic therapy. On
the third day of hospitalisation, she
Hemoculture

developed septicemia.

revealed staphyllococcus aureus which

was sensitive only to kanamycin.jThe
patient became comatose on the eighth
day in hospital and expired on the
Postmortem examination

next day.

revealed evidences of bacteremia with

acute bacterial endocarditis and emb-
olic phenomenon in the brain, spleen
and kidneys. This was a case of severe
sepsis resulting from the work of an

unskilled Medicolegak

aspects were discussed.

abortionist.

(Two Figures. Nine Réferences.)
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(Summary of the preceding Article)

INFANTICIDE

Songchat Tosayanonda, M.B.
(Dept of Forensic Medicine)
(Head of Dept.: Prof. Dr. Song—Grant Niyomsen)’

Infanticide is the unlawfull killing of
a new born child. Different countries
have devised ‘laws for the offence.
While in English and some other
countries there are specific acts, in-
" fanticide is legally considered as homi-

cide in the Penal Code of Thailand,

i.e. age plays no part. (

The author repor'ted two cases of
infanticide. In each case the offender
was probably the child’s mother.

(Ten References.)
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The sea—side,

1. May 1966.
The Editor,
Siriraj Hospital Gazette,
For health reason | postponed

reading the Jan. 1966 issue of Siriraj
Gazette (received 15. April) till my
vacation. | started with ““A Sad Diary”
and found myself, in a similar frame
of mind as yours, perhaps even sadder.
My next choice, the C.P.C. No. 6—1965
however belongs to quite a different
category. From the academic standpoint
I believe the discussion left much to
be desired; hence the cause of this
belated communication.

Before going further, I wish to
repeat the importance of the three
gems, namely clinical history, clinical
symptoms and signs, and the labora-
tory tests—always stressed by alkgood
teachers of medicine, but often forgot-
ten by students. Considered in combina-
tion but not as isolated items, this
triad, although not absolutely infallible,
is a most valuable diagnostic tool
which helps us avoid many pitfalls.
Good experience is another real asset

and a thing to be looked for.

The C.P.C. Case 6—1965.

All the participants unanimously

and quite correctly mentioned the role
of the infection as an important cause
leading to the death of the patient.

What I would like to add is to empha-
size that the incipient infection—in this
case the lower respiratory tracts—had
reached the magnitude of a septicaemia,
this being supported by haemocultures
on two occasions, growing B. “alkali-
genes faecalis on the second day of

16th.

day. As we know, these two organisms,

admission, and B. Coli on the

closely allied, can become pathogenic
and invade the blood—stream, although
drastic in

they are generally less

their manifestations for example,
than, those caused by some virulent
cocci. Another thing to remember is
that when you see a patient in shock
and renal failure coming apparently
from nowhere, think alsc of severe
sepsis as a possible etiology and act
accordingly without delay.

The next thing that really puzzles
me is the discussion on body sodium
and related renal functions. Dr. S.N.
on the basis of blood pr'essure of 60
(I suppose he meant 90/60 as given by
Dr. B.P. '

dehydration, assumed *‘a severe degree

presenting the case) and

of sodium and water depletion”. Now,

in a case of severe diarrhoea or
vomiting, or in a patient known to be
previously non-oedematous but depriv-
ed of food and drink for a sufficient
length of time, excessive water loss is

usually consequentially and clinically
evident. It is quite difficult, however,
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to estimate water depletion (i.e. to the

extent of it becoming an emergency) or
to prove it in most other circumstan-
ces, except by viscosity or osmolarity
of the blood. To use the loss of turgor
of the skin of an old patient 70 years
of age who has not been in the best
of nutrition, as a sign of pathological
water depletion, can be misleading and
may lead to therapeutic errors. In the
case of. sodium, however, we have
something to fall on, especially in a
hospital like Siriraj-I mean the deter-
mination of serum sodium. In this case
the sodium in serum on three separate
occasions, on the 8th.,

day, are 154, 148, 150 M. eq./Lt.,

in every instance above normal, i. e. a

condition of hypernatremia in spite of
adequate parenteral administration. A
participant who mentioned Addison’s
. Disease as a possibility may well look
at the aforesaid serum sodium, which
1s just opposite to the value encoun-
tered in that disease, and giving
steroids may possibly further increase
the already elevated serum sodium.
My next point is that the determi-
nation of sodium excretion-in the urine
can give you an idea of the extent of
the loss of sodium wia this route in 24
hours, bearing in mind of course the

sodium in the diet as well as in the

14th., 16th. -

parenteral fluids. Here, instead of the
much—needed information, [ find only
the figures for potassium and chloride,
but not sodium. When a premise at
the beginning is faulty, the argument
following becomes obviously void.
Before closing | would like to add my
last joiner; the discussion on aldo-

sterone and A.D.H.

mechanisms in this case was not clear,

acting on renal

and there was no mention of useful

daily wurinary output and specific
gravity.

"I have always loved a good C.P.C.
ever since | had the first taste of it
years ago. Besides being extremely
valuable for increasing the depth of
our clinical understanding of disea§es,
it is a measure of the efficiency and
devotion shown by house_intefns,
super vising senior staff, their diagnostic
ability and the erudition and calibre

of those taking part in the conference.

My dear Editor, I

provocative as it might seem at first,
this letter is offered with

assure you,

the most
sincerity and the best intention. This
communication is rather lengthy, but
if it could be of some use, as | hope it

would, | am sure you will forgive me.

Sincerely yours,

A Reader of Siriraj Hospital Gazette.
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