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Abstract

Introduction: The Deviation Index (DI) plays a crucial role in digital imaging systems, guiding the selection of optimal
radiographic techniques. Objective: This study aimed to optimize the chest postero-anterior (PA) X-ray radiographic
technique with the optimal DI value as per AAPM recommendations, ensuring that the Entrance Skin Air Kerma (ESAK)
stays within specified exposure limits. Furthermore, the study sought to compare the DI values before and after adjusting
the exposure techniques. Methods: The radiographic parameters for chest PA X-ray were optimized by varying kVp and
mAs while exposing a phantom. The ESAK and DI were recorded for each combination of exposure techniques. An
appropriate exposure technique, according to the AAPM standard that determines the DI criteria which to be between +3
and an ESAK value not exceeding 0.4 mGy, was selected after the adjustment was performed. The original and adjusted
exposure techniques were then applied to two patient groups, each consisting of 34 patients. Subsequently, a
comparison was made between the original and the adjusted technique values. Results: The default exposure technique
was 117.41+£1.51 kVp and 3.7+0.76 mAs, resulting in chest radiographs with an average DI of -4.11+£0.91 and an ESAK
value at the median of 0.22 mGy. After adjusting the exposure technique to 124 kVp and 4.5 mAs, the average DI was
-2.38+0.53, and the ESAK value at the median was 0.27 mGy. When comparing the average DI values and the percentage
of images meeting AAPM standards before and after modifying the exposure technique, a statistically significant
difference was observed (p-value<0.001). The number of radiographs with DI values within the AAPM standard increased
to 85% of the total images, compared to 8% with the default exposure technigue. Conclusion: The adjusted radiographic
technique for chest radiographs achieves DI values within the standard criteria of AAPM and keeps ESAK values below
the suggested reference level (Thailand DRLs 2023). Furthermore, the image quality is superior to that of the original
technique. Therefore, this study recommends the adoption of the adjusted radiographic technique for digital chest

radiography.

Keywords: Exposure technique for digital chest radiographs, Deviation index, Radiographic chest x-ray
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Tupeit 3 Telenumunzaudmiunnstn Ul dmmaadnun
fugthesdesall ilasmniAseiumAsiinglia i
@R unnAMATAluASR 3 iBliiAn Deviation index
dilng 0 Ty azdenaliA BN LAY iy
ANLIATIIUTAIAUFUIUFIED19B 7 ICRPIO) JAEAT L@y
Thailand DRLs 2023 uuziinl)
navasnsUszifiusdrinisdesuuresiuiusd lu
N190NENINSIFUULIAY (NaudsuAnnAlla) Feudanalu
p3797 2 T la1Anusnadngliilngegadiniunisg
dnenwil UFumuaunaununaaslae Ja1ads
Wifiu 117.41£1.57 kVp uazAInszualWinguian Uiy
puaLAANuTasitle TAnadsminfu 3.7110.76

MIFIHFANALA

mAs WUINNNENe5sdnsaeanilan Deviation index 1ade
WU 4.11:0.91 HuATAdINI AR TgIL AAPME
(Deviation index Optimum range + 3) ANYUA LATHAUAY
nsUsziiuandrdnisifiacuuuaclduiused lunis
e wsednuund (mdslsuAmatia) Fauanslumsnei
3ty laldranusnsindgegauamaanannisdii 124
kVp wazAngzud Wi geaurian 7i 4.5 mAs N9 DIWENE
$9dn319anii L&y A1 Deviation index La@evinfiy
-2.38+0.53 Taflumflaglunusiunnagiuuas AAPM T
Sathanads uazduidaauuunssgiu vaeen Deviation
index ludaenautfunaznaslfuamataAnanWTIduN
Wisuieuiy sananslunnsedi 5 wuiniianuuansieiu
adnaflTed Ay adafiszdu p <0.001 Tnadfidn
Deviation index UaIn wanafdludrmasliuanunaila
é?q%ﬁufuthummgm AAPME d9u@n Deviation index 84
mwmﬂ%ﬁluﬂmdauﬂé’ummﬂﬁm?\iﬁuhimummgm
AAPME waziflavimsnBauifisusuidesazaamninte
%48 filAn Deviation index tnuuaz it uunsgiu
AAPME wudnnauvinnsUsuaumatinn waasedngasan
thu finwenessd7iTiAn Deviation index r;i"'mfj']mmmgm
7UIU 31 N (Faeaz 91.17) nawinnsufuaunaila i
nNEEXETTiA Deviation index ANTNNNATEIL S0
5 0w ($amay 14.71) uazswuinniwa edednilian
Deviation index tnuuinsgu lutnaulfuaunatia I
U 3 NN (a8 8.83) naslSuAnATIA LI1uIU 29
nw (atiay 85.29) Fauanslumsned 6

narINsIFEUMeEUUEINUFENudRY (Adisagu)
Tun1gonan wdsa@nsanLuuA e AuAUFUUTEINEY
484 Thailand DRLs 2023 Tuaiaenaulaznainisusuai
wATAGEN WEIENT0N THANUALIZ AN ANULIATEIU
489 AAPME) Fauandluananai 4 t wuinan ESAK (0.22
mGy) fiananaiiaslézu ludanaurinisufuamaianis
dhanwmFednsaeanti luifuannuAmuUALIATgILLaY
Thailand DRLs 2023 (0.4 mGy) wazifiai/Fauifiauiu
UNRTgIUUBY National Diagnostic Reference Levels ﬁu
iU Japan DRLs 2015 wazIAEA wuanldiiuann
nuTuIeegIufidnua I iuiy wazndaianisdiusn
WMATANIIA1ENINTIE@NT1an a1a1ailnslasumA1 ESAK
(0.27 mGy) lﬂLﬁumnmmﬁmmgmﬁ Thailand DRLs
2023 Auuall
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AN 1 WEAIAIANLNUN ANSTTLIANNY AMWIFIERRS AdutinigiaauuaIlTuused warAaUSunufediiudinga (ESAK)
lunsananwiansienluwsiacilslanaataniuinaasdiunsasan

¥4 AU BMI FOV Deviation ESAK
AFIN Grid AEC kVp mAs

(cm) (kg/m?) (cm?) index (mGy)
1 23 24.16 Yes No 35x43 120 4.0 -3.59 0.24
2 23 24.16 Yes No 35x43 120 4.5 -3.12 0.27
3 23 24.16 Yes No 35x43 124 4.5 -2.76 0.28
4 23 24.16 Yes No 35x43 124 5.0 -2.35 0.31
5 23 24.16 Yes No 35x43 125 6.25 -1.78 0.40

MR : A1 ESAK ATIUANGNNTET 1

A15199 2 LaAIAREAE LarddulEuuUNIATgIU (Mean+SD) UaaA1IAINNLINGTNEN ANATLNIaN1E ANMATAGIENINEIE
AstinTsLleUuasIIuded lunsdranwiaduuuiu (naulfuatmatiag a lssweauasaufanssgne1umauni

Exposure Technique

Fuugihe BMI Deviation Index
AUKUI (cm) kVp mAs
(518) (kg/m?) (DN
MeantSD Range Mean+SD Range
34 20.23+2.18 21.45+1.45 4.11+0.91 117.41£1.51 116-120 3.71£0.76  3-5

A19199 3 LaRIARAE wazdTENIUULIATEIU (Mean+SD) 1aIAIANNNLING NN ANFTNIANIE ANNATAIENINGIE Adl
nsileunuaalFuuded Tunsaanmdsduuulnd(raslFuamatiag s Tsswenuasufansrgneumnauni

Exposure Technique

’é’ﬂu’:ué’ﬂ'}!ﬂ AMURUN BMI Deviation Index
(518) (cm) (kg/m?) (DI) kVp mAs
34 19.82 (£1.52) 21.26 (£1.43) -2.38 (x0.53) 124 4.5

A999 4 LWSsuWiBuALRAl AdEEgIU LarduTBRUUNIATEIU WaeANTUNUFIETRY (ESAK) 91nn197338 fuaBunudsdanas
489 Thailand DRLs 2023, Japan DRLs 20158 wazIAEA!' 1 3@ Quartile Tusenauuazrdinisusuaimatinananindiansisan

ESAK (mGy)
Fuugihe N . o o
(5121) MUY mﬂ?mmﬂﬁmam
(MeanSD) Median (Thailand 2023) (Japan 2015)1'4 IAEA[!]
(nautlsu) 34 0.21+0.053 0.22 0.4* 0.3* 0.33*
(Massu) 34 0.28+0.009 0.27 0.4+ 0.3* 0.33*

Wnewe): *An 3 Quartile
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A9 5 uansAade wardiulsuuunnnsgiu 1aeRviin1sieaunuvaIUFuIuE 189N NaENITIENTNaNLUURITAINNIG

29 WeuduAmdunnsgIuuns AAPME

Deviation Index (DI)

Uil = P
NIl WEUAINIATEIU
(5781) .
Mean SD p-value (-309 +3)
naulFuAmALin (34) -4.11 0.91 0.000 FNTUNUTI
waalSuAwmalia (34) -2.38 0.53 aglunoun

A19199 6 UARINIINTTANBAIAYLNITEIUUITUNIUFIE VeI WaENIeEIdnsManLuUAITaaINNIgITe AuailunnsgIu

Ungy AAPME
. naulSuAmatia nalfuAnatla
anm d v Ld v
UM (NIN) Fasaz(%) U (NTN) Fasaz(%)
DI <-3 31 91.17 5 14.71
35Dl +3 3 8.83 29 85.29
DI > -3 0 0.00 0 0.00
991 34 100 34 100
anuUsranani1sANE 0.35 mGy AMAUANANEGIFAUaIMAaALaNTISE Winfiu

@ ' a

NuaNSITaL nudmalsuAmalagiannged
NsaNRLAY a1 wea5d AN Deviation index 7
WMUNZAN AIUNIAT§IU aNIANTNHENANITUNNE LN
aw%ga 115N (American Association of Physicists in
Medicine; AAPM) atfuudi 1167 tiu denaliananasins
TfFuBunaediiunniu sefuifivealiimsleee
HAURIEIFARaaaTAs WU i aETananatas
udFeiflasu Wuduain 0.22 mGy Wy 0.27 mGy u
fAnnuuanadnailifadiey 7 pvalue < 0.0001 Tnerfsans
madalFABunusaE 8 iRy AU uEEan 9B
a9Angd@nal’® uaz Thailand DRLs 2023 fvualy Tna
BunufsanonamadiaslesutuihBunaedalldanali
\1 » Deterministic Effect’ uazlantalunisinm
Stochastic Effect fiuananasing® fiazvinlifnuziGoisa
LﬁmmmamJﬂquﬁuqmiuﬁuﬁiamalﬁmﬁaﬂ”61

TunusiFeuifeusFuuiadiudntaitae iy
NNNATeL FueniAFeuns &nan Euds 7 Avinnnsinu
AR diudifvasthei liFuannisdianm
Fedngrvanluszuudadianiwseadaava (Digital
Radiography; DR) Taawenunaasuan JA1 ESAK winfiu

MIFIHFANALA

88.64 kVp ANgzua lNWIAILIAT WL 8.84 mAS WU
AN ESAK 1830113321t (0.27 mGy) AANIuI Teues
Fopn Furd " fasneuaded [Wnsiusmniienes
A1UNg kVp 15 % ﬁmﬁummwfmﬁnﬂ’gqqmamaam
lnmiadlifnniu (124 kVp) Lﬁaammmzl,l,ﬁlw%@mnm
Itlaead (4.5 mAs) wanna1en19Fddiastaunnly
nsudanauasunnd Feainnisanaanlunisans il
fiagag Az liliun T lay tesawmnuldae
mmgmmﬂ?mm%’aﬁ%Lmaﬁumunmﬁ"lﬂum?mﬂ%ﬁ%
A aiiy Buiusdie, natasss Uluiusidiana
anuluie waziilauBenAn Deviation index BT
fuaAdauas Ussiads Tnsvey wazanand gaunad® 7
IgvinnneteziiuSasas A st BunniFad Exposure
index was Deviation index Tun1s818n 1NEIdNsa9an
wuINauUFUANMATANNTANENINTIENT AN Tanuiusas
az vaanmieEnaglutinnuiuisasgiu AAPME daandd
Tnafiainuuansneiu 51.68% waiialFauiaufuan
Deviation index #aan13USuANNATAN1ENINGIE LAY
WNNTEN ANUNIRTEIU AAPME wugnildnuaudasas 1a9
anEsETaglutaunfiunnsg i AAPME 1nndnan3se
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vaglszdiaas Insvney wazand gouned® lnadinu
WANENAU 24.77%

NUNANNUTIATUEY Foydntl gAal wazganed una
wian! lauaaaliiutaninudndyuacan El wazan
Deviation index tWalilda1uaiuisodssiiuniiy

a o alg v ' ' o
winnzauvaslFuiusadnldlunisoneniwanefaduuy
QaAa a d‘ 1 a 4‘ L/ 1 o 1 YV @
Aava Wasnatmatanldlunisananinged ldladu
FAVLAAUNIWIBIN NI LA LNENRENUREY usfistuagiu
TWsunsudszunana wazn1sUFulganunInUaIn NI
wiaufuszuuanae Teuualfianantudasmsliluszuy
A39a (DR) WuLAgINUszuuWaL-angu (Film-Screen
Radiography; FSR) ARAMAITWUBININT LAGagNEWasa
manadalspuns MUTunuFdvinnndulunisananin
fatluAN El Laz Deviation index 3uluAnaiuss Tl
dwsuldusustianumunzauuasFunusaanldlunng
franwanTaaiall uanantAn El wae Deviation index
o « ° s o aQa
fatdszlavtlunisvindsziuguninaudadine Iae
ihunldiludayadiounduinaiwsziuudltuvaslsuinu
Feanldluntgonan i wasuiuuIn1elun1IRAILNUNIg
598 99u9IN199RYI1A919A M ATA (Exposure chart)
dnduviaany Tedspaiudeiniludedinisiiszuy DR
uldfau Tneneudfed arunsaur lWldTlunuannalunisg
Wlsunudadravuizdauunadensdiudu tNawaiun
AUNINUBININANENWFIF R LSUATg UL AAPME U
o = v g Ve v A o a = =
flatimnulaanduliiugihenunduuinig salufsanuna
Walavaaunnd AaRUAINUININEIEFIENTIEN AINNIS
d9ramnunanalavasunndianiznig lulsananuna
AUAANITYNTITVANLAITIUIY 2 NGU (NFUAZ 3 AL) AB
ngunnmanafidldAmatian (naudfuanailea) uaz
ngunnmenefE A natialvd (ndslfuanaiia) e
WhatunuANNIwalasaAun AR nEBFIEun T 2
nau wan1gdgaanuIumdlauianala san wansded
g ¥ 1 a ' o = o = =
nlifrnnatiawnii Tuszauwanalauinfunswalauiniige
FUMUNEN $08a2 55 LasnuIunnadaaunanalana

' o aag v a | o = o <2
Ao antdameatnluy Tuszaunawalaganiung
walauinfgasaufiugens Fasaz 100 daudadnfialu
NAdstiRauIaasdumsianitiumaaastiu umin
(75 filany) ldaseiuinariinisdndivasnguanaiadas
(50-70 fAilan3u) Wasangideddadinialunsdnmainsal
YuInaasdIungwen NRuIAUMTENIRAEIMNGUAIRENT
(45-75 Planfu) Fesavdanldjuitansdrunsisant vin
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NNINAARIIIANNATANNENINGTIANTanuwuU vl (39

U

o ' '

1Tl anfudssTaadvsalusetnaungnaula

AnwilFuatmatianisatan i@l nina
11m997U AAPM® sial

agunanisAnun

NN TanuIAmaianistenwEnsasendia
AUALIZAUAINUIATFIVL RSN ANTNHANSNITUNNE]
witanFgauiEn® dmFunisaianingidnsaenuuuaana
il AansfeAnAusnndgeaauamaananmadi 124
kVp uazAnszualiigmuaan?l 4.5 mAs vinlildnmdne
N195937 A Deviation index \aAgagluinmuviuinsgiu
499 AAPME 71 -2.3820.53 TneidAniade Andisagu uazen
Wasiulngd 75 veABunusadiudnfawinmu 0.22
mGy, 0.27 mGy kaz 0.29 mGy A1uaFy Feluifiuain
WNOUTNUIAT§IUVDY Thailand DRLs 20237 (0.4 mGy) i
sraerufluadesiFusingd 75 (3¢ Quartile) waziila
WisuifieuAads Deviation index sasnwluaneriauuas
nasFuAIMATAN1ENINTIENTIEN WUINLANULANAN
fiuaenliadAtynI19ans (p-value<0.001) FandannsUsu
AnnadAtianInss@ngan feuaunndnefadniian
Deviation index ag/luinounu1mnsgIu AAPM® iy
85% WanBauiauiulutisnaulsudmaiagianngd
n929an (8%) wansindialéanaialug (124 kVp, 4.5
mAs) lumstneninisdnssandwiunguiiheittsmis
20-60 U, d2ug9 150-190 cm uazAl ftuIanie 18.5-
22.9 nlandu/ANs19ang azvin i lAnInonesaEnsIanwuL
A3viallAn Deviation index agludiainuu1nsgiu
AAPM (Deviation index + 3) IneilaléFulSunusedninu
inBAunAsgIL Thailand DRLs 2023 fwiualy

a A

NRANTTUUTENIA

YDUIUNTEAUDINTETEINW ffr8AansIIned Ae.
quIa fiufuiias a1a9dlszanianFEmata Auzan
NAANERS WTANENFELARg Ingoun lAN RN Iuzin
UVRUBUNIZ AN TN AFULATNTTEWT NN AL
i AlElFAnuamATsRazatuayunuATed sl
GUUAMLIMTNTINGUNUEEINnen Tsamenunaauifanss
gnsamaunnnvin AllFAnuTiamiauazanusia
lumsiiudayaianunlunded
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