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Abstract

The objective of this study was to describe the provision of care for Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia
(ALL) pediatric patients by health care providers using descriptive qualitative research. The key informants
were purposively selected to include 10 health care providers involved in caring for ALL pediatric patients:
a physician and 9 nurses. The place of study was one of the tertiary hospitals in the eastern region of Thailand.
Data were collected using participant behavioral observations and in-depth interviews. Data were analyzed
using content analysis. The results of this study showed that the care of ALL pediatric patients in the context
of one of the tertiary hospitals in the Eastern region of Thailand by health care provider was divided according
to the stage of illness and the treatment period, which had four characteristics: 1) preparation for treatment
by diagnosing, providing information about the treatment, assessing the ability of the child and the caregiver
and preparing the child before giving medicine; 2) symptomatic therapy by reducing the risks of medication,
managing complications, and monitoring treatment results, providing information for self-care during treatment,
and helping with problems; 3) care according to the variations in health status consists of resolving complications
and continuing treatment; 4 ) care according to treatment outcomes included clarification of options, treatment
according to family’s discretion, palliative care, promotion of family life and follow up visitation. The results
of this study provide information which can be used to guide health personnel to provide appropriate and effective

care for pediatric patients with ALL.
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