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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to evaluate the competency in rational drug use of nursing graduates in
academic year B.E. 2562 and to compare the competency in rational drug use of nursing graduates between
academic years B.E. 2561 and 2562. The samples were nursing graduates who graduated in academic years
B.E. 2561 and 2562 from 86 nursing education institutions. The instrument was a questionnaire on
competency in rational drug use of nursing students. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
t-tests. The results showed that nursing graduates in academic year B.E. 2562 had all RDU competencies
at a high level. Correct administration of medication according to prescription was the highest competency
(Mean=4.45, SD=.50). The competency to select the appropriate medication according to need was rated
lowest (Mean=4.33, SD=.54). Rational drug use competency of nursing graduates in academic years B.E.
2562 was higher than that n academic years B.E. 2561 at a significant level of p<.05. It is suggested that
nursing education institutes and the Thailand nursing and midwifery councils should continuously organize
teaching and learning activities that promote learners’ rational drug use e to improve awareness, knowledge,

and skill for rational drug use.
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