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Abstract

This aim of this predictive study was to examine factors that predict COVID-19 prevention behaviours
among Thai people living in urban slums and markets in Bangkok and Chiang Mai. The sample consisted of
1,996 participants. Data were collected between December 2021 and March 2022 using a questionnaire.
The indices for content validity, Kuder-Richardson 20, and Cronbach’s alpha of the questionnaires ranged
from 93-.98, .81, and .94-.99, respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and structural
equation modeling [SEM]). The study demonstrated that about half of the participants had a high level of
COVID-19 prevention practices when interacting with the public (53.2%). Potential predictive factors and
their total effects (TE) for COVID-19 prevention practices of the participants for the general public included
context ( TE=. 71) ; effective government communication ( TE=. 06) ; perceived information about
COVID-19 from healthcare personnel and social media (TE=.1 3 and .08, respectively) ; reliability of
information about COVID-19 from social media (TE=.07); attitudes towards the consequences of infection
or quarantine (TE=.14), and receiving more than two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine (TE=.04). Overall,
these factors predicted 65% of the variation in COVID-19 prevention practices(R”=.65). Subgroup analysis of
participants in urban slums determined that community strength influenced the COVID-19 prevention
practice of the participants in public (TE=.09). Therefore, policymakers should create an environment that
supports COVID-19 prevention practices, build effective communication through healthcare personnel,
online media, and television, create a positive attitude toward disease prevention, and strengthen the
community to enhance proper COVID-19 prevention practices that lead to effective prevention and control

of COVID-19 in urban slums and markets.
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anuiidaiasasiayainasnniesaule ns .016 .066

anuiidaiarasiayainasnnyAMTEENIN ns ns ns

mslasuiadutlasiulsalada 19 snnnth 2 i duld .047 ns .044
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Goodness of fit indicators

- Chi-square (X’ ) (A1 p-value) [Low X, >.05] 4,656.210 (.000)

- X /df[<2.00] 5.617

- RMSEA (90% confidence interval) [<.07] .048[.047, .046]

- SRMR [<.08] .074

- Comparative Fit Index (CFI) [>.95] .910

- Tucker Lewis Index (TLI) [>.95] .895
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DE = 8n5wanmse (Direct effect), IE = dn5Wamasdan (Indirect effect) ae TE = dN5Wa5IN (Total effect)
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