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FACTORS RELATED TO DECISION TIME FOR SEEKING TREATMENT
IN PATIENTS WITH MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION*

Warisa Kanbuala**
Niphawa Samartkit***

Pawana Keeratiyutawong***

Abstract

This descriptive correlational research study aimed to analyze the relationships among gender,
perceived social support, knowledge of myocardial infarction and decision time for seeking treatment in
patients with myocardial infarction. The sample consisted of 80 patients with myocardial infarction who
were admitted to the medical department of Chonburi hospital during February and May, 2014. Data
were collected by a demographic questionnaire and a decision time to seek treatment questionnaire.
The Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support (MSPSS) gave a reliability coefficient of 0.93
and the knowledge about myocardial infarction questionnaire adherence had a reliability coefficient of
0.78. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistic, Point biserial Correlation and Pearson’s product
moment correlation.

The results of the study showed that the sample had a high level of perceived social support
(X = 5.63, SD = 1.22) and moderate level of knowledge about myocardial infarction (Mean% =56.60).
The sample had mean decision time for seeking treatment in patients with myocardial infarction of 99. 63
minutes (SD = 116.12) from onset. There was a significantly positive relationship between gender and
decision time for seeking treatment in patients with myocardial infarction, with correlation coefficients
of 0.24 (p < .05). There was a significantly negative relationship between perceived social support
and knowledge about myocardial infarction with decision time to seeking treatment in patients with
myocardial infarction, with correlation coefficients of -0.38, -0.26 (p < 0.01 and p < 0.05), respectively.

The study may be beneficial for nurse and health care teams to develop education program
for patients, particularly those with heart disease risk — groups and families especially, by focusing on
the causes of myocardial infarction, symptoms and management of symptoms of myocardial infarction,

which would result in their appropriate decision time for seeking treatment.

Keywords : Decision time for seeking treatment, Gender, Perceived social support, Knowledge of myocardial

infarction, Patients with myocardial infarction
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