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Development of Nursing Student Identity

in Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Suratthani

Uboratana Popattanachai*

Suleeporn Phetriang**

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to develop the identities of nursing students in Boromarajonani
College of Nursing, Suratthani. This research utilizes two theoretical frameworks: the theories of
identity development (Chickering & Reisser1) and the action cycle. The methodology consists of four steps;
1) situation analysis of nursing student identity; 2) the development of activities that promote student
identities; 3) program implementation; and 4) post-implementation assessment. 140 nursing students
from class 27 participated in the study. There is one group pre-posttest designed to examine the change
of the student identity. The data were collected using validity and reliability instruments including
identity behavior questionnaire and behavior observation sheet. The results revealed that:

1. The student activity program of Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Suratthani was developed
to follow the action cycle every year. The cycle is as follows. Firstly, first-year students learn and
understand the school rules in order to cultivate intergenerational bonding. Secondly, the second-year
students develop self-seeking knowledge behavior. Thirdly, the third-year students apply their knowledge
and skills in real-world situations in the local community. Last but not least, the final-year students
prepare themselves to become nursing professionals by concentrating on enhancing their awareness and
intelligence precepts.

2. There was a significant increase in the behavior score of service mind, discipline and eagerness
to learn among nursing students after they participated in the program (p<.01). The experts suggested
that the school use the feedbacks from the students to design the activities that fit with the context of
the school. The activities are not only focused student identities but also on inter-student bonding as well.
Moreover, the school should determine social perceptions of nursing students.

As a result, the researchers suggest that the school provide the long term strategic plan to promote
student identities and continue to monitor and evaluate effectiveness of the implementation as well as

promote student participation in order to provide sustainability for students’ college identity.

Key Word : Identity, Nursing Student
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