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The Identity and Benefit for Graduate Nurses, Families, Communities,
and Country from the “Solving the Shortage of Nurses in the Southern
Border Area of Thailand Project”

Viliporn Runkawatt*
Kanita Pinsuwan*
Supisara Suwanachat*
Wikanda Sripulprag*

Chanadda Manseechum*

Abstract

For the past two decades the southernmost Thai provinces bordering Malaysia has been experiencing
political and religious tensions. Because of this tension newly graduated nurses are reluctant to work in these
provinces. This Government supported study explored why some nurses choose to work in these provinces.

1. The qualitative study aimed to study; 1) the benefits for graduate nurses and their families
2) the national benefits and 3) the new graduate’s identity. The 13 participants in each group of the
new graduate nurses, their parents, their chief nurses and their patients were the sample. Data was
collected by interview and, self-recorded questionnaire. Data was analyzed by using content analysis. The
results of this research were found as following;

2. The benefit for graduate nurses and families; The graduate nurses were honor, ignity, and
professional pride. Their parents viewed nursing as a great career. Moreover, the graduate nurses take care
of their family members. The benefit for communities, and country; The result from this “Solving the
Shortage of Nurses inthe Southern Border Area of Thailand project” provided professional nurses to look after
the people in the southern border areas. Professional nurses were in every Tambon Health Promoting
Hospitals that made these hospitals more acceptable. It also might improve health care for the people.
The benefit of the country was the young people in the southern part of Thailand had more positive attitude
toward the Government.

3. The analysis of the narrative result of an identity in three perspectives ; “best practice by having

patient-centered care”, “to be disciplined”, and “humanistic care”.

Keywords: the benefit for graduate nurses and families, the benefit for communities, and country, new

graduate identity.

* Bormarajonnani Nursing College, Nakhon Ratchasima
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