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Ethical Attitude of Nursing Students in Nursing Colleges
Under the Jurisdiction of the Praboromarajchanok Institute,
The Ministry of Public Health

Suneerat Boonsin*
Pragrit Rachawat*

Surang Preungdej*

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore and compare the ethical attitudes of nursing students among
central region’s nursing colleges under the jurisdiction of Praboromarajchanok Institute, Thai Ministry of Public
Health. Subject comprised a random sample of 352 bachelor of nursing science program students studying in
the 2554 B.E (2011) academic year. Data were collected by using 2 sets of questionnaires: demographic
data and a measure of ethical attitudes. The questionnaires were tested for content validity and reliability
by the Cronbach’s alpha procedure. The procedure showed an alpha coefficient of 0.83. The demographic
data was analyzed by percentages, means, standard deviations, one way analysis of variance. The analysis

was statistically significant at the 0.05 level.

The major findings were as follows:

1. Every class of Bachelor of nursing science students met the criteria of expected ethical
attitudes on the variables of justness, endurance, discipline and respect for human dignity. The rest were
those of moderate criteria level; however, the fourth year students had higher ethical attitude in every
aspect.

2. All four classes of nursing science students’ ethical attitude was significantly different (p < 0.05)
on the variables honesty, cooperativeness, kindness, endurance and respect for human dignity. However, the

accountability, justness, discipline and sacrifice variables were not statistically different.

Keywords : Ethical decision making, Student nurses, Thailand

* Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Phra Phutthabat
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