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Performance Evaluation of Graduates from a Bachelor of
Nursing Science program: Prabormarajchanok Institute
for Health Workforce Development (PIHWD)
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Sunee Yokakul *

Abstract

The curriculum of the Bachelor of Nursing Science Program offered at PIHWD is designed for
community public health officers working for the Ministry of Public Health, Thailand with the purpose of
pursuing a higher education. The objectives of this study aimed to monitor and evaluate nursing performance
of graduates from the Bachelor of Nursing Science program who were continuing their education in the
community public health program. To achieve this evaluation a mixed methods research design utilizing both
qualitative and quantitative approaches was used. A sample of 455 community public health officers who
graduated during the year 2007 — 2008 were administered questionnaires and a subgroup of graduates and
their supervisors were interviewed to explore their perceptions of the program. The data was analyzed using
descriptive and inferential statistics and a t-test. Findings indicated a significant difference in the perception
of graduate performance in the areas of ethics and personality. There were no statistically significant
differences in knowledge and nursing skills. The findings showed that 65.74 % of graduates have earned a
license issued by the Nursing and Midwifery Council of Thailand in the first year of graduation. In terms of
roles in health promoting hospitals, graduates took responsibility in nursing than the public health officers.

This also applied to technical and quality improvement.

Keywords : Bachelor of Nursing Science program, Community Public Health Officers
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