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A study of the critical thinking abilities of nursing students at a
Boromarajonani College of Nursing Nakhon Phanom

Somkiat Suttarat *

Patchanee Somkumlung *

Abstract

This descriptive study had two aims : the first was to assess the critical thinking abilities of nursing
students in two programs. The second aim was to compare the critical thinking abilities of nursing students at
a Boromarajonani College of Nursing undertaking the general program and the critical thinking abilities of
nursing students in the continuing 2™ year program. The sample comprised all of the students who are in the
final year in these programs. This gave a sample of 104 participants. The research instrument was a
questionnaire that assessed the participants’ critical thinking ability scores. The reliability of the questionnaire
was tested by Cronbach’s alpha coefficients and showed a score of 0.70. The descriptive data were
analyzed in terms of frequencies, percentages, means and standard deviations. The mean difference of the
critical thinking ability score was analyzed by the T-test statistical procedure. The result of the study are
summarized below.

1. The critical thinking ability score of nursing students in the general program was assessed as
moderate (X= 24.93, SD = 3.57) and the critical thinking ability score of nursing students in continuing
2 year program was also assessed as moderate (X= 20.55, SD = 4.9).

2. The critical thinking ability mean scores of nursing students in the two programs are not statistically
significant (P > 0.05).

Keywords : critical thinking, nursing students
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