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The Preparation for Flooding of Residents in Suratthani Province
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Abstract

Globally, natural disasters are happening more frequently. In Suratthani Province, Thailand flooding
occurs twice last year. This descriptive research aimed to identify the preparation for flooding and to study
the factors affecting the preparation for flooding by residents in Suratthani Province. Four hundred
respondents were randomly selected from Thachana District, Chaiya District, and Wipawadee District to
answer a questionnaire and take part in an interview.

The quantitative data were collected using a structured questionnaire. The questions included  their
general knowledge of flooding. A rating scale asked about the information they received about flooding, their
awareness of flooding-related problems, and their preparation against the flooding. The qualitative inquiry
comprised in-depth interviews. The questionnaires were validated by experts and had been trialed the in
the field. The reliability of the question was 0.81-0.91. The quantitative data were analyzed by employing
descriptive statistics and Linear Regression Analysis. The qualtitative data was analyzed by content analysis.

The result revealed that the knowledge level about flooding was at a good level; particularly the impact
of flooding when it was at a particularly high level. The information the residents received was also reported
as good. The level of flooding awareness was rated as fair and the preparation against flooding was also
rated as fair. The majority of respondents prepared foods, personal-items for use, and sources of lighting in
preparation for the flooding. However, the preparations regarding knowledge about flooding, housing, and
communication and traffic were rated at poor levels. Factors significantly affecting the preparation against
flooding included the level of awareness of the problem and flooding information (R* = 43.8).

The result from the in-depth interviews showed that a majority of respondents prepared rice and
canned fish and they improved their house protection by lifting up the house’s floor. Even though the
respondents were aware of the problems, no group worked together in preparation for the t flooding in their
community or prepared for unexpected summer flooding. They thought that the flooding came not only from
the changing weather, but also from the newly constructed roads that blocked the water drainage routes.
The loss of trees was another factor that the respondents felt contributed to the flooding. The respondents
pointed out that the community needed to have a better water drainage system and a flood warning through
public announcement, such as a local radio, a public speakers, village leaders, and volunteers. Similarly, that
involved organizations should prepare the residents and the community by increasing their knowledge,
awareness, and the tools that can be used to cope better with the flooding. The respondents felt this could

be achieved through public announcements and disaster volunteers or teams.

keywords : Preparation for flooding, Thailand
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