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A Study of the Feasibility and Guidelines for the Provision of a Master’s

Degree Program in Nursing Science, Praboromarajchanok Institute, 2010.
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Arunee Hongsiriwat *

Abstract

The Praboromarajchanok Institute Graduate Nursing Science Programme Feasibility and Management
Study has three objectives: to study current conditions, trends and demand for continued nursing science
education at the graduate level of nursing personnel; to analyze the possibility and the readiness of
Praboromarajchanok Institute in the management of a graduate nursing science programme; and, to present
guidelines for the management of the graduate nursing science programme of the Praboromarajchanok
Institute. The population and the samples comprised 1) 357 fourth year nursing students 2) 2,279 nurses
stationed at numerous hospitals 3) 308 nursing instructors with a bachelor’s degree 4) 280 hospital
executives 5) twenty-nine executives from the twenty-nine nursing colleges; and, 6) five qualified nursing
scholars.

The study has identified the following strategies for the management of the graduate nursing science
programme of the Praboromarajchanok Institute. 1. Curricula: 1) Develop a new curriculum for each of the
regions with the emphasis on involvement by the faculty. 2) Develop a collaborative curricula with third
party institutions, such as university hospitals or other leading hospitals, and universities. This is because the
Praboromarajchanok Institute is not authorized to confer degrees on its own. 3) Develop curricula which are
in compliance with nursing professional certificates with renewal status every five years. 4) Offer evening or
weekend training programs. 5) Using problem-based learning, research-based learning and E-Learning
teaching strategies. 6) Credit transfer or recognition of work experience as knowledge and the granting of
credits without the requirement of the learners to enroll in certain courses of which they have had prior
experience with. 2. Faculty: 1) Improvement of nursing faculty quality by encouraging experienced,
stationed nurses to upgrade to professional nurses. 2) Engage professionals to undertake instruction and the
development of the curricula. 3. Management: 1) Afford convenience and reduced expenses by using units
under Ministry of Public Health as training sites. 2) Manage resources to ensure the greatest benefits,
employment of all graduates, expansion of public health services and the development of educational
leaders. The model comprises curriculum structure, pilot courses, understanding the network of
Praboromarajchanok Institute and the nature of instruction. The educational management mechanisms
comprise: 1) mechanisms for the establishment of pilot regional graduate education centers; 2) mechanisms
for the selection of students; 3) mechanisms for faculty development; 4) mechanisms for the management
of personnel and resources; 5) mechanisms for instructional management; 6) mechanisms for marketing
promotion; and, 7) mechanisms for the development of educational collaboration.

Keywords : Master degree, Nursing, Praboromarajchanok Institute

*Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University
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