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Knowledge Related to Nursing Practice of Students Enrolling the
Basic Concepts and Principles of Nursing Subject in the Bachelor Degree
of Nursing Program, Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Ratchaburi

Wirada Atthamaethakul *

Suparat Jamjang *

Abstract

This study investigated the learning outcomes of students (continuing education program) enrolling in
the “Basic Concepts and Principles of Nursing” subject at Borommarajonani College of Nursing, Ratchaburi.
The study also compared skills performance of students practicing in different clinical placements. The
attributes and the length of previous nursing experiences before undertaking the continuing nursing program
were tested to assess if they affected the knowledge gained after completing the subject. The knowledge
relevant to nursing procedures in this study included: injecting drugs, dressing wounds, inserting NG tubes
and feeding, providing oxygen, urinary bladder catheterization, documenting nursing care, and employing
nursing processes. Of the 107 continuing education nursing students, 102 of them (95.33%) were female
and 5 (4.67%) were male. Their ages ranged between 24 to 48 years (X = 32.58). Most of them had
5 to 10 years general work experience, 57.27%, and in nursing 72.89%. A modified essay question (power
of discrimination = 0.20 to 0.36 and easiness—difficulty values= 0.24 to 0.69) was used as a tool to assess
the subjects knowledge of nursing practice. It was found that: 1/All students in the study had overall
knowledge of nursing practice after completing this subject rated as “fair” (X = 7.41, S.D. = .74). When
sorting out each skill mentioned, it appeared that the knowledge of documenting nursing care by the
students was rated as “excellent” (X = 9.13, S.D. = 1.06). Of wound dressing it was rated as “good”
(X = 8.37, S.D. = 1.15), and of the resting procedures were rated as “fair”. 2/ There were no significant
differences in the nursing knowledge of students practicing in different clinical placements (p>0.05).
However, apart from knowledge related to urinary bladder catheterization there were significant differences
in the knowledge of students practicing (p< 0.05). Regarding age, previous characteristics and length of
working experience, no significant differences in knowledge were found among students (p>0.05). These
findings can be used as baseline data to enhance the nursing knowledge for students, to prepare them to
perform more effectively in their clinical practice, and also to design learning activities to increase the quality

of teaching and learning strategies for the “Basic Concepts and Principles of Nursing” subject.

Keyword : Knowledge of Nursing procedure , Nursing student
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