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Thinking and Feeling of Northeast Thailand and Laos Parents to
Losing a Child to Iliness while Admitted to the NakhonPhanom Hospital*
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Wisai Kata***

Suntorn Pothisarn***

Abstract

This qualitative study aimed to describe thinking and feeling of Northeast Thailand and Laos parents
to losing a child due to illness while admitted to  Nakhon Phanom hospital. Study informants were 12
Northeast Thai and 17 Laos parents. Data were collected by in-depth interviews with non-participant
observation and note taking. Data analyses were conducted by content analyses. This study reveals that
the Northeast Thailand and Laos parents reflected their thinking and feeling of the loss of a child to illness
in three phases. The initial phase consisted of confusion and disbelief. The recognition phase consisted of
grief and anger. The adaptation phase consisted of self-understanding. The findings of this study can be
used as a guideline for providing nursing interventions for the care of Thai and Lao parents mourning the

loss of a child due to illness.

Keywords : Experience; Loss; lliness; Thai people; Lao people
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