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Perceptions on Family and Community Health Nursing Competencies of Nursing

Students at Boromarajonnani College of Nursing, Sanpasitiprasong
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Abstract

Perceived competencies in nursing is necessary for the development of quality of nursing. This
descriptive research aimed to investigate: 1) the perceptions on family and community health nursing
competencies of nursing students, and 2) the relationship between learning achievement and the
perceptions on family and community health nursing competencies of nursing students. The samples
consisted of 123 junior nursing students in Academic Year 2013 (42th batch), Boromarajonnani
College of Nursing, Sanpasitthiprasong. Data were collected in March 2013 with a questionnaire that
included demographic data and the perceptions on family and community health nursing competencies
of the nursing students. The content validity of questionnaires was verified by3 experts. Data were
analyzed by frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation and Pearson’s product-moment correlation
test. The study found that:

1. Nursing students’ perception on family and community health nursing competencies was at the
high level. Among all items, the three highest mean scores were 1)10 posture examinations,
2) visual acuity examination, and 3) children vaccination for disease prevention whilst the three
lowest mean scores were 1) family data coolection covering all aspects, 2) analysis of factors
influencing family health, and 3) suggestions to promote health or prevent occupational health problems.
The highest mean score was in the category of provision of school health services.

2. There was a statistically significant correlation between theory and practice learning achievement,
with a correlation coefficient of 0.31 (p< 0.01). There was a statistically significant negative correlation
in low level between practice learning achievement and perception on providing occupational health
service competence, with a correlation coefficient of-0.22 (p < 0.05)

This study suggested that teachers should develop or improve the student competence for the items
that fell in the low level and to develop measurement and evaluation methods which reflect the real

student competency.

Keywords : Family and community health nursing; Nursing student’s competence
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