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Development of Nursing Students’ Competency Enhancing Program

regards Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment Using Experiential Learning

Sirikul Karuncharernpanit®

Supattra Seesanea™

Abstract

This research and development design study aimed to develop and examine the effects of the
nursing students’ competency enhancing program applied through experiential learning on knowledge,
attitudes and skills in comprehensive geriatric assessment (CGA), self confidence in communication and
interpersonal relationships with older adults of undergraduate nursing students. This study included three
phases: 1) situation and need analysis regarding CGA skills: a case study of Boromrajonani College of
Nursing, Chakriraj; 2) development of the program; and 3) evaluation of the effectiveness of the
developed program.
Results:
Phase I: Students could not demonstrate the CGA competency because they were inadequately prepared.
Phase II: The competency enhancing program through experiential learning was developed based on
Kolb’s experiential learning cycle with 4 components including development of concrete experience,
learning reflection, knowledge conclusion and application of the knowledge.
Phase III: All students demonstrated ability to assess older people with the CGA. Average scores on
knowledge, attitudes and skills in using CGA of the posttest were significantly greater than those of the
pretest (p<.05). The scores on self confidence in communication and interpersonal relationships with
older adults in their own family and in the institution of the posttest were significantly higher than those
of the pretest (p<.05). A majority of the students expressed their improvement on CGA, problem

solving and building interpersonal relationship skills with older people.

Keywords: nursing students’ competency enhancing; experiential learning; comprehensive geriatric

assessment

*Boromrajonani College of Nursing, Chakriraj: Corresponding, e-mail : ksiriku@hotmail.com
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