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Crisis and opportunities of Thai nurses in the ASEAN 
community

Churai Arpaichiraratana,  M.Ed.*
Rose Pakdeto,  M.N.S.**

 Thailand has announced its entrance into the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 

in 2015. Nursing is one of eight professional occupational fields that can freely move.   

A preliminary agreement has resulted in a mutual recognition arrangement in Asian 

professions that nurses need to request nursing licenses in member countries, pass the 

assessment by the nursing regulatory authorities of the country of origin and under 

supervision of government sectors. Change in the future of Thai nurses will reach crisis 

as Thai nurses have an increased workload both as regards Thai citizens and the new 

workforce from neighboring countries.  The shortage of Thai nurses has resulted in an 

increase in the number of foreign nurses working in the country. The service for foreigners 

in business needs manpower in nursing of high ability, able to communicate in a second 

language.  Apart from the upcoming crisis, Thai nurses will also have the opportunity to 

improve the production of high quality nursing and midwifery. Performance enhancement 

is a response to multiculturalism including nursing specialty and advanced nursing. 

Furthermore, professional organizations should establish and develop the capability of 

Asian nurses, control and maintain standards of nursing practice.

Keywords: Thai nurse, crisis, cpportunity, ASEAN community

Abstract

**Assistant Professor,  Department of Pediatric and Obstetric Nursing, The Thai Red Cross College of Nursing
*Assistant Professor,   Faculty of Nursing Suandusit Rajabhat University.



   7 .2 . .- . . 57 ...3

 

 23  2554 

 

(ASEAN  Community) . . 2558 

 

  

 

 

 8     

       

/  

 (Market Access) 

 (National Treatment) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   ASEAN   

Framework Agreement on Services (AFAS)(1) 

 8  

 

 (Mutual  Recognition  

Arrangement: MRA) 

 MRA  8  . .2549 (2) 

 

 (Nursing  Regulatory  Authority: 

NRA)  

 

 (3) 

 

/

 /

 

  

  

 

 

 

/

  

 3 

 

 

  

 

 



  ,   

4...    7 .2 . .- . . 57

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
(4, 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 1:500 

  118,395   79.46 
(6) 

 1:500 

 

 

 

        

 

 

  

 

  

  

(7, 8) 

 

 

 

 

2.7   4.1  

  

   90 

    

 

   

  1  

 

 

  

      

 



   7 .2 . .- . . 57 ...5

  

(9, 10) 

 

 

   

  

(Medical Hub) 

  
(9) 

 

  

    

 

 
(11, 12) 

 

 

 

   

   
(13-15) 

 

 

(7) 

  

  1,542 

  1,296 

 

 

3,538   

AEC 

(7, 16)  

 

 

 

  

 

    

  .  

...  

  

  

    



  ,   

6...    7 .2 . .- . . 57

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 (8, 11, 17) 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 (ASEAN University Network: AUN) 

/          

(Federation of Medical Students Network) 

 

 

 (Medical Hub) 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 



   7 .2 . .- . . 57 ...7

 

 

 

 

 
 

 . .2555 

  
Roadmap for Implementation of ASEAN 
MRA  Website 
ASEAN Nursing  

 5  
 

 8  
 

 
 

 /

 

 /
  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

       

  

 



  ,   

8...    7 .2 . .- . . 57

 1.    ,    . 

.  2555;27:5-12.

 2.   ,  ,  . 

.  2555;27:5-10.

 3.  . . 

;  18  2555;     

 . : . . .; 2555.

 4.  .   . . 2558. 

  2555;24:2-10.

 5.  .  :  2013 

[ ]. . . . [  27 . . 2557]. : http://www.nci.go.th

 6.  .  

[ ]. 2556. [  27 . . 2557]. : http://www.nic.go.th/gsic/

uploadle/nurse-aec

 7.  .  AEC [ ]. 2556. [

 18 . . 2557].  http://www.go.th/ewtadmi/ewt/mocweb/download/ 

ASEANCommunity2013/2Nov2013.

 8.    ( ) (SCB EIC). 

 AEC. . . .: . . .

 9.  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

  , .   

 (  . . 2539)  2550 . : 

; 2553.

 10.  . can  “   ”  AEC 2012 [ ]. . . .

[  6 . . 2557].  www.asean.sa.ku.ac.th



   7 .2 . .- . . 57 ...9

 11. Wilasinee Y. 

. Stamford Journal. 2013;5:155-9.

12.   . . J Nurs 

Sci 2012;30:22-34.

 13.   . 

. [ ]. 2557 [  5 . .2557]. : http://

www.thaifta.com/thaifta/

14.  .   

 [ ]. :  ; 2556  [

 8 . . 2557]. : http://library.cmu.ac.th/faculty/econ/Exer751409/2556/

Exer2556_no113

15.  . ...  AEC. [ ]. 2555 [

  23 . . 2557]. :  http://www1.si.mahidol.ac.th/nursing/ns/index.php/

aec-wiki/852-thainurse-crisis-aec

16.  ASEAN Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Nursing Services. [Internet]. n.p. [cited 2014 

May 12]  Available from: http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-economic-community/

item/asean-mutual-recognition-arrangement-on-nursing-services

17. Association of Southest Asian Nation Thailand to Produce 10,000 Nurses a Year to Cope 

with the ASEAN Economic Community. [Internet]. 2013 [cited 2014 Oct 9] Available from: 

www.dlfeschool.in.th,

  


