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The effects of the suctioning practice program by

using a simulation situation on the knowledge, skill

and confidence among third year nursing students
at The Thai Red Cross College of Nursing

Noppawan Boonbumrong, RN., M.Sc*
Suttichit Phumivadhana, M.N.S.*

Abstract

The quasi-experimental research used a pre-post test design. The objective of
this study was to examine the effectiveness of the suctioning practice program by
using a simulation situation on the knowledge, skill and confidence of third year
nursing students at the Thai Red Cross College of Nursing. In purposive sampling,
the samples comprised 152 nursing students who enrolled in the Adult and Geriatric
Practicum 1 for the academic year 2009. After the program, the sample comprised
71 nursing students who completed the pre-post test data. The data collection was
accomplished by using the observation of skill assessment form and questionnaires,
which included demographic data, knowledge and confidence. The data were analyzed
and presented by using percentage and paired t-test.

The results found that the mean scores of the knowledge, skill, and confidence
in the samples after completing the program were significantly higher than before
attending the program. (p < .001). This study showed that the suctioning practice
program enable the sample to perceive their ability to perform suctioning practice
with more confidence. The findings suggest that students should have the opportunities
to practice suctioning using simulation methods several times until they gain more

confidence before practicing on a ward.

Keywords: the suctioning practice program, suctioning, nursing student

*Instructor, Department of Adult and Aging Nursing, The Thai Red Cross College of Nursing
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