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Marsupialization of Oral Ranula: a case report and literature review
Pichuda Weeranithan, D.D.S., Dental department, Thakhantho Hospital

Abstract

Ranula is a mucous filled cavity in the floor of the mouth, that arises due to trauma of the
sublingual duct, resulting in extravasation of mucus, or due to obstruction of the duct. Treat-
ments included sublingual gland excision were associated with the lowest recurrence rate, but
may carry the potential risk of surgical injury to adjacent structures. Marsupialization is an effec-
tive alternative treatment of ranulas, achievable under local anesthesia. The dentist has to con-
sider proper treatment plan together with guardian and patient, inform pros, cons and potential
complication of each management. Also, recurrences of the lesions were often seen. Thus, regu-
lar follow-up is required.

This article reported a 12-year-old girl complained of a swelling in left floor of her mouth.
Clinical examination shows a bluish, dome-shaped, fluctuant swelling. Clinical diagnosis of ranula
was made. Marsupialization as the ranula management was accomplished under local anesthesia.

There was no sign of recurrence after 32 months of follow-up.

Keywords: Ranula, Marsupialization
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