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Nurses' role in caring for children with cleft lip /palate by family-centered care:
The integration of Orem self-care and the participation by Dunst and Trivette
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Abstract

Cleft lip and cleft palate are birth abnormalities of the mouth and lip causing child's
delayed development and failure to thrive. Child development may be interrupted by
malnutrition and otitis media. The former causes by difficulty in sucking and swallowing of
milk, the latter is due to aspiration which impacts the hearing, communication and social
skill in children. Addressing a proper child development in children with cleft lip and cleft
palate by incorporating family support is the critical purpose to support the child’s self-care
requisite according to Orem Self-care theory and Dunst and Trivette’s the Family-Centered
Care concepts. Therefore, family-centered care to promote child development in children
with cleft lip and cleft palate should be included family empowerment, offering treatment
and caring choice and supporting collaborative relationship between parents and healthcare

professional.
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