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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to study problems and needs in basic elderly care of
village health volunteers in Nakorn Pathom Province. The samples were the health volunteers
in Nakorn Pathom Province who worked in 2018. There were 364 samples who were selected
by Multistage Random Sampling. The research tools were the questionnaires constructed by
the researchers. The questionnaires were distributed to the samples by nurses at Tambon
Health Promoting Hospitals and data were collected between January to May, 2018. The data
were analysed by percentage.

Overall problems in basic elderly care of health volunteers at work were at low to
lowest levels for 10 items out of 15 items. The three most common problems which were at
moderate level included lack of confidence at work because of lack of knowledge, unavailable
advisers when facing problems that they could not solve and lack of confidence because of
no accompanied health team at work (58.2%, 56.2% and 55.1% respectively).

Overall needs in basic elderly care of health volunteers of the health volunteers were at
highest to moderate levels for 19 items of 25 items. The four most common needs which
were at highest and high levels included knowledge of drug use in the elderly, diseases found
in the elderly and treatment, exercise for the elderly in bed, and skills for insulin injection and
capillary blood glucose (82.5%, 82.2%, 71.8% and 70.1% respectively).

Key words: problems in basic elderly care, needs in basic elderly care, health volunteers
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